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gers his own, for if they yield themselves up to 
these unguided impulses, they squander what is 
pot their own—the wealth, the power, the re- 
sources of the State of which they are only the 
representatives. They sacrifice not themselves, 
but their country. ; 

With the kindest feelings and the highest re- 
spect for my honorabie friend who takes an inter- 
est in the passage of this resolution, | must say, 
E while | 4, that for these reasons I cannot give it my vote in 
# denuncig. any form or shape. 

shment, | Mr. CASS. 





MOrniys 
AarACter of 
ONduer and 


He indelieq to the honorable Senator from North Carolina, for 
€ them to introducing one or two topics on this occasion, 
T8t place, more particularly since Isaw them adverted to the 

P part; and other day, in the principal Administration paper. 


Omplain: OL 
BILION as 


Mr. BADGER. What paper is that? 
Mr. CASS. It is called the ‘*Republic.’ 


’ 


mand if { diy Mr. BADGER. I never saw the article. 
honoralyi. Mr. CASS. I would not have introduced the 
D the Eng. matter myself, but the remarks of the honorable 


t make the 
Rpenks of 


Senator give me occasion to advert to it. That 
paper compared the speech which [ made some 
time ago on this subject to that made by my-hon- 
orable friend from Illinois; and said that mine 
was a very violent assault on the Government of 
England. Nothing could be further from my 
intention than to make any such assault. 
ever my opinion may be as to the English Govern- 
ment and people, (and there is much to commend 
in both,) it would have been a very improper oc- 
















the same 
NSt these 
& man can 
to the op. , 
g-doer and 
ntleman’s ¢ 
towards England; and from one end of my speech 
tothe other, there is not one word to which the 
most sensitive person on this subject can object. 
From my indistinct recollection of the subject, I 


than nor 
mt hare, if 
t the Gav. 
nded upon 
ey are to- 
rezard. | 
not called 
nduct and 


could possibly be construed into disapprobation of 
the English Government, was the remark, that an 
Irishman was the victim of harsh and hard laws 
at home. Well, there is not one Englishman 


J am not from Land’s End to John o’ Groate’s house, that 
character would not say the same thing. Iam therefore 
el}, and the glad that my honorable friend from North Caro- 
tous condi: lina hasdone me that justice, that a man with my 


& senience speech before him in that very paper, would not 
pinions, as 
subject, to 
tes, | can- 
FR measure 


hostile language against England. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope the honorable Senator 
does not mean to intimate that I have used any 
such language. 


by appro- Mr. CASS. The very reverse. I am much | 
the British obliged for the expression of his opinion on the 
ollowed in subject; and I am contrasting that with the ex- | 
jonally end pression of opinion in the ‘* Republic.” It did | 

y see oc- not give me any trouble, but still I thought it bet- | 

ter to advert to it. 

expressed The honorable Senator has alluded to another 

n, whic! topic which I find in the same place; and although 
on. IT was he does not go so far as the paper goes in his views 
@ propriety on that subject, he differs from me. I refer to the 


under con- 

ects which, 

e upon the 
* 


subject of the moral turpitude now annexed to 
strictly political offences throughout the world. 
Why, he who has not marked the signs of the 
times on that subject, is entirely behind the age. 
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there has been a wonderful progress and change 
in public opinion in respect to the moral turpitude 
of themen who are guilty of political offences, does 
hot know the progress of opinion throughout the 
world upon this subject. In England | do not 
how remember how many species of punishment 
there were formerly, but I know there was quar- 
tering, and taking off their heads, and cutting out 
the bowels, and burning them, and other equally 
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punishments at this day. Who would now stand 
up and advocate such punishments? The senti- 
ments of the world have totally changed. The 
object three hundred years ago was to protect the 
person of the sovereign: that was the whole object 
in view; and laws were passed for that purpose. 

ey made it the most infamous crime, which 


found in the long catalogue of human offences, 
to attempt the subversion of the Government. 
According to the English law, if our Revolution 








Mr. President, I am much obliged | 


W hat- | 


casion in me to have indulged herea hostile feeling | 


remember that the only thing which I said which | 


do when he charged me with using violent and 


He who does not know, that for the last fifty years | 


orrid punishments. But we hear of no such | 


rommanded the greatest moral turpitude of any to | 





had not succeeded, it would have been called re- 
bellion; and Washington, in those days, would 
have undergone that punishment; and English 
political writers would have considered him guilty 


of the greatest moral turpitude. 
to every effort to change the Government—if it 


does not succeed, it is rebellion; if it succeeds, it is | 
a revolution; but its condition, in the eyes of God | 
and man, is the same, whether it succeeds or not; | 
for it depends on the degree of oppression and on | 


the real object of the persons attempting the revo- 
lution. That is what constitutes the offence, not 
these punishments nor this attempt to make it 
moral turpitude. 1 contended in my remarks the 


other day, that political offeaders—persons offend- | 


ing against the laws of the country by attempting 


to make a revolution when they are oppressed, | 


were not now-in the class of those who are guilty 


of moral turpitude; that no nation under heaven | 
now classes them with thieves, robbers, and mur- | 


derers; and that because we should interfere for 
thre pardon of such men, it did not therefore follow, 
that we should enter into the long catalogue of 


human offences, and ask for the pardon of every | 
Why, [ think the English | 


one guilty of them. 
Government has not shed a drop of blood for a 
treasonable political offence for a quarter of a cen- 
tury—perhaps for a third of a century. Look at 
the progress of events in France. 
long year not a single drop of blood was shed 


there tor political offences. Political offences there | 


are recognized as not calling for the effusion of 
human blood, and as not being attended with 
moral turpitude. ‘Therefore | said the other day, 
that they were indeed offences against existing 
laws, but yet were not viewed in the same light 
with other crimes; and in saying that I said just 


what is the opinion of the age; and | now epee 
end- | 
er against the laws depends entirely on the state | 


that the turpitude—that the condition of the of 


of the country, and on his object in endeavoring 
to make a change in the Government. 


My honorrable friend from North Carolina has | 


supposed two or three cases. I shall not go into 
them in detail, for 1 remarked the other day, that 


when just such a case as this happens, and the | 


British Government has the same natural interest 
in interceding as we have in this case, I, for one, 
shall be very happy to hear and listen to them. 
But what similarity is there between the case sup- 


posed by the honorable Senator and this case? | 


Suppose the Christiana rioters had been found 
guilty of treason: what kind of treason would it 


have been? Not the treason of which Washington | 
was guilty; not the treason of which Kossuth 


was guilty ; not the treason of which O’Brien was 
guilty ; not that treason which shakes govern- 
ments and establishes republics ; but constructive 
treason, by which the effort to put down a partic- 


ular law, not aimed at the government at all, is | 


construed to be'treason. I go for nosuch purpose 
as that. I would say to England, that that is not 


the class of offences in which the offenders are re- | 
lieved from moral turpitude in the eyes of the | 


world. 


Again: the honorable Senator seems to presup- | 


pose, that because we apply to England to pro- 


| cure a pardon for these gentlemen, therefore, if | 
she applies to us in any extreme case, we must | 


do the same thing. Why, we are just as free to 
act before as after; she is just as free to act before 
as after, and after as before. We say, that under 
the circumstances in which these Irishmen were 
convicted, and a large portion of our people being 
their countrymen, taking a deep interest in their 
fate, we ask the British Government to extend its 
clemency to them. They refuse it or they grant 


it. Ifthey make us a request, not based on the || 


same circumstances at all, are we bound to. grant 
it? No, sir. It imposes no kind of obligation on 
us to grant it; and yet, from the tenor of the re- 
marks of my honorable friend, it would seem as 


| 
though he bases his argument on the fact, that if | 


we apply to England and she grants our request 
under these circumstances, we must grant any re- 
quest she may make under any circumstances. | 


So with respect | 


For many a | 


| nection with Great Britain. 


} to Van Dieman’s Land? 
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| speech the other day, and | repeat it now. If 


we make this application in this manner to Eng- 
land, she is just as free to act against the applica- 
tion as for it ; and we are just as free to act in any 
case for or against an application as though this 
case had never occurred. That is my view of it. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, { am extreme- 
ly obliged to my friend from Michigan for allu- 
ding to an article which has been published, be- 
cause it gives me an opportunity of saying, that as 
Iam nota subscriber to that paper, and do not 
take it, I have never seen the article. Ihave only 
one or two remarks to make further. co 

The honorable Senator seems to suppose that 
itis a very grievous 


crime for men to assemble. 


| and to associate themselves together for the pur- 


pose of preventing the execution of one of the 
laws of a Government, but that the parties con- 
cerned would at once lose the character of men 
influenced by immoral motives if their object was 
to put an end to all the laws, and destroy the 
whole authority of the Government. 

The arzument of the honorable gentleman is 
this: that assembling together and concerting by 
force to prevent the execution of one law is not a 
political offence to which the public opinion of 
mankind does not annex criminality and moral 
turpitude ; but if the object be to put down all the 
laws of the Government, and to destroy its 
authority, then the parties concerned in it lose 
the character of moral offenders, and are only 
offenders against the municipal law, untainted 
with moral turpitude, ‘There cannot be any such 
distinction as that. 

The honorable Senator referred to the case of 
Washington and his associates. Surely the vin- 
dication of Washington from moral turpitude does 
not arise from the fact that he was engaged in an 
enterprise to putdown the authority of the British 
Government here. It arose from the fact that he 
was engaged in it, with his fellow-countrymen, 
from justifiable reasons and for ends that in them- 
selves made a resort to force for that purpose al- 
lowable and justifiable. ‘Therefore the honorable 
Senator’s argument has nothing to do in refuting 
the reasons which I submitted tothe Senate. My 
reasons were not founded at all upon any determi- 
nation of the question whether or not Mr. O’Brien, 
Mr. Mitchell, and theirassociates, had or had not 
justifiable grounds for the proceeding which they 
adopted to separate Ireland from her present con- 
i Notatall. My argu- 
ment is this: Great Britain did not think so; the 
English Government did not think so; that Gov- 
ernment considered them as not only engaged in 
an unlawful enterprise, but an enterprise of wick- 
edness; because in their view it was an enterprise 
by which the United Kingdom, and Ireland itself, 
would have been, if not destroyed, greatly injured; 
and that inasmuch as the sovereign of Great Britain 
having caused these gentlemen to be prosecuied for 
an offence which she deemed to be a grave one, 
and they having been convicted of that offence, 
were sentenced to the punishment of death, and 
that punishment commuted to banishment from 
their country, the British Government would re- 
gard us as interposing in behalf of men who do not 
merit such interposition. That Government can- 
not recognize these gentlamen as being noble pa- 
triots, engaged in doing what was for the good of 
their country, and what it was an act of glorious 
self-sacrifice in them to endeavor to achieve. If it 
recognizes that character, why have they been sent 
If the Queen of England 
looked upon them as possessing the character 
which the honorable Senator attributes to them— 
and very justly, for aught I know, [ have no juris- 
diction over that question and shall express no 
opinion upon it—she had as full power to pardon 
as she had to transmute the punishment; and there- 
fore the consequence is as | have shown, and which 
nothing has been said to weaken the force of, that 
our interference here would justify the interposi- 
tion of Great Britain in behalf of just such offend- 
ers as the ‘Christiana rioters, if they had been 
convicted of high treason against this country. I 


totally disclaim any such idea, and I did it in my \ think that if such an application had been made, 
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that Government would scarcely have recognized 
the force and validity of. the distinction which 1s 
assigned by the honorable Senator from Michigan, 
What would that reason be? ‘* We asked you to 
interfere in behalf of Smith O’Brien and his asso- 
s because they were high and meritorious men, 
and only sought to destroy the Constitution of the 
United Empire, to throw off the connection and 
destroy the dependence now existing between the 
parts of that mighty Empire. That was all they 
ittempted, therefore it was a proper case for our 
interposition; but in this case, these men did not 
seek to destroy the Government and Constitution 

the country; they only sought to prevent the 
execution of one of its laws; and therefore they are 
such great offenders that it is utterly intol rable 
that you should be allowed to interpose your good 
offices in their behalf, or, at all events, that these 
rood offices can receive the favorable consideration 
of this Government.’’ 

There is nothing in the distinction which the 
Senator urges, which can have any application to 
the objections which I have raised. Ido not under- 
take to decide the question whether Smith O’Brien 
and his associates were right or wrong. I will 
assume, for the purpose of this discussion, that 
they were right; that their country was laboring 
under intolerable oppression; and that it was at 
once their right and their duty to employ force, in 


ciate 


ol 


order to deliver her from the tyrannical conduct of 


her oppressors across the Channel. Assuming 
that, how completely will it be retorted upon us in 
the supposed events to which I have referred, and 
which were once supposed likely to have hap- 
pened? And how easily may Great Britain re- 
turn upon us, and say, that these were noble and 
generous spirits; vindicators of oppressed human- 
ity, rushing forward at their personal hazard, 
without any individual interest in the question, 
and sacrificing their all to prevent those who had 
escaped from an unjust and barbarous servitude 
from being restored to the dominion of their mas- 
ters. If we set this example, we shall have no 
right, as I conceive, to consider it an improper in 
terference on the part of the Government of Great 
Britain, if, under the circumstances | have men- 

oned, she should interpose her vood offices. 

The honorable says that he 
nothing about the spirit of the age for the last fifty 
years, Who does not understand that political of- 


;ONCeS 


Senator knows 


are no longer regarded as accompanied by 
moral turpitude. I do not understand that any 
uch proposition has gone forth to the world. 
We all know this: that political offences are looked 
upon as very venial by all nations in the world, 
except those against which they are committed. 
But does the C * Russia look upon a political 
offence against his crown and government as ac- 
companied with no moral erminality ? Does 
England, asin this very case of the exiles im Van 
Dieman’s Land? Does France, under the model 
Republic, in which has terminated the glorious con- 
olidation of liberty with the name of democracy, 
over which we sung our jubilantes a few years ago ? 
Does her Government look upon those offences in 
that light? Does her government look upon polit- 
ical offences as matters of trivial concern, not ac- 
companied with moral culpability? Why are the 
Is of the French marine now put into requi- 


rar ot 


Vesse@i 
sition for the purpose of carrying away hun- 
dreds and thousands of the citizens of the French 
nation—L had almost said Republic ? We know 
that some of the best and t excellent peo- 
ple of that country have been deported to fe- 
nal colonies—banished from their country. The 
States against which political offences are com- 
mitted, never regard them in the light 
Senator supposes. 


mos 


which the 
There may occur cases in the 
history of such Governments in which the formal 
euilt of the political offence is complete, while 
what is supposed to be the essence of the crime is 
wanting; and when these cases occur the Govern- 
ment shows it by extending a pardon, or discon- 
tinuing the prosecution, or passing it over. 

{ wish it to be understood, in conclusion, that 
my objection to this measure is not founded on 
the determined, or asserted, or intimated ground, 
that these unfortunate gentlemen were morally 
criminal; that they were not politically justifiable; 
that the condition of things did not warrant, and 
even require, them to resort to force to accom- 
plish the object which they had in view. Not at 
ul. On that [ giveno opinion. But my objection 
is this; we think many of them worthy subjects 
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ot sympathy- rple natlria entitled to uberty. 


England does not think so, or she would liberate 
Then we because we have a 
view, with regard to their case, different from that 
taken by the English Government. Then it is 
reasonable that, when political offences may be 
committed here, the English Government has pre- 
cisely the same right to interpose, by their good 
offices, in behalf of those whom that Governmént 
may recognize as champions of humanity—as no- 
ble and choice spirits of the earth—but whom our 
laws condemn to severe and condign punishment. 
That is my objection. 

Mr. CASS. The Senate will pardon me while 
I say a word more. I wish to go back to my 
original proposition, which is precisely this: 
That any oppressed people, when they strive to 
change their government—whether the result of 
their effort be revolution or rebellion—are not 
cu‘lty of moral turpitude in the eyes of God and 
man. That is my proposition; and that is the 
prevalent opinion at the present day. Otherwise 
you make the criminality dependent entirely upon 
the event. And you can make ‘no catalogue 
which will not include Washington and his coun- 
trymen, and all that host of patriots who de- 
voted their lives and fortunes to the service of 
their country. ‘That is my proposition. 

My honorable friend asks: For what were these 
men sent to Van Dieman’s Land, if they were not 
ruilty of moral turpitude? 

Mr. BADGER. 
tion. 

Mr. CASS. I understood my honorable friend 
also to allude to the case of France; in support of 
his proposition. [ can teil him why men have 
been sent from France. It is because Louis Na- 
poleon has got the power; and no man will say 
that such men as young Lafayette and L’Estare 
were guilty of moral turpitude. 

Mr. BADGER. [never said so. 

Mr. CASS. Iam happy that [ was mistaken. 
I supposed that my friend went upon the ground, 
that there was moral turpitude because these men 
were senl away. It was simply an act of pow er; 
nethine less, nothing more. 

Mr. BADGER. The honorable Senator per- 

ts very strangely in misstating what I say. I 
know he does not design it. ; 

Mr. CASS. Certainly not. 4 

Mr. BADGER. 
my opinion on the question of moral turpitude. 
{ have said over and over again, that | gave no 
opinion on any such matter. I say that the Gov- 
ernments against which political offences are com- 
mitted do not regard political offenders as being 
patriots influenced by high and lofty motives, and 
worthy of consideration and regard. They look 
upon them as criminals, and therefore punish them. 
That is what [ have said, and all that I have said 
on that point. My argument is entirely depend- 
ent on that, as I have endeavored to explain more 
than once. It depends on the preposition which I 
have stated, and now restate, that if we interfere 
in behalf of those whom another Government 
deems worthy of punishment, because we think 
them excellent persons, deserving no punishment, 
they may interfere in regard to persons they 
may deem engaged in laudable efforts to set aside 
our laws for the purpose of setting up a higher 
system in obedience to the higher law, though we 
deem them criminals, and wish to subject them 
to the severest punishment. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Ido not mean to enter into 
this debate on the present occasion, and I shall not 
make any remarks of my own. Since! made a | 
few remarks on Saturday last, | have received a | 
letter from a gentleman whose opinions I think 
this Senate will respect. He is aSouthern gentle- 
man, and perhaps as sensitive in relation to 
Southern rights as my honorable friend from 
North Carolina. I at one time {felt disposed to 
touch wpon this very point. Were [ a Southern | 
man, I should be proud of it; but certainly, with 
all respect for the South, I should hesitate as to | 
the propriety of bringing in that very sensitive 
question upon all oceasions. I should not feel that 
I was estopped from expressing my sympathy 
with the unfortunate, because I happened to be a 
Southern man. But Ido not mean to touch on 
that point. 

Here is a letter which I have received from a 
highly cultivated Southern gentleman—a Virgin- 
ian, who represented this country at the Court of | 


them. interpose, 


i did not ask any such ques- 


I have given no expression of 


' a mighty Empire. 


Keb. 11. 


St. James. Permit me to say, that while « 
no man ever represented this country » , 
Court, or at any other Court, who w as mn ap 
sitiveas to this very question. I very well , 
lect, that at one time a difficulty arose let. 
him and a very powerful man of the times 4, 
the occasion—Mr. O’Connell—on some oy, 
of this kind. I ask that the letter may 
because I think that he presents the matte: 
as forcibly as it could be presented in a gn: 
The Secretary read the letter, as follows: 


GEORGETOWN, February 7th, \s 

My pear Sir: [regret that? was unable to get; 
Senate Chamber this morning, to hear the whole of ».., 
admirable speech upon the resolution in behalf of Oj, 
and his associates. What I did hear, gave me ETAL plea. 
ure, and did you high honor, not only as a man and In: 
man, but as an American Senator. [I hope to se , 
speech fully reported, and might ask the favor &f you t 
me a copy to Manchester, South Carolina, where { 9 
ing for a tew weeks, on a visit. I was forcibly struck wy, 
the picture you drew of Ireland and her present situ: 
in connection with Great Britain. It was cloquently, 
and faithfully done ; and nothing can be more true, 1) 
opinion you expressed, as to the effect of your resoly; 
and the course and policy of the British Governne,, 
the subject of it. If it passes Congress, it will lead to) 
immediate relief of those unfortunate men, I venture to sq 
The Ministry will seize upon it as the means of extend 
clemency and mercy, which, without it, they might 4 
some difficulty indoing. The true policy now, of Lug, 
is to conciliate Ireland; to compose the diasensions of +) 
Irish people, not to fan the embers of subdued rebellion 
agitation; not to array Protestant against Catholic, ayy 
Catholic against Protestant; but by uniting all classes of; 
population of this i}l-fated country around the Constitutin 
and extending mercy to her deluded and misguided peo, 
Justice is sausfied, and the laws vindicated. The great } 
pealer and Agitator isin his grave. He and his memory ap 
buried, and his despotic power and boundless populan 
have vanished with him. The great masses now, on bo 
sides the Channel, believe that union with Great Brity 
is essential to the freedom and resuscitation of Ireland: 
tainly to its future greatness. Instead, then, of prosecur 
and chains and gibbets, England knows and feels that | 
by Kindness and justice and clemency, that the [ris na 
are to be governed and deemed worthy of being the a! 
God and nature have made th 
countries essential to each other, and a final separa 
would be fatal to each. This is my opinion, and [ hay 
some right to form it, from a knowledge of both. [ know 
too, that many of the wisest dnd best men in England 
Ireland concur in this opinion. I hope that the resolutio 
will pass, and that all the benefits you anticipate may ; 
sult from it. 

Very truly and respectfally, your friend and obedient 
vant, A. STEVENSON 

General J. Satenps. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I have taken the liberty 
having that letter read, because this gentleman, 
who is well acquainted with diplomatic propriety, 
seems to regard this as wholly harmless in | 
respect. He is well acquainted, too, with t! 
position of the English Government, and wit 
condition of the English and Irish people. 

With respect to the amendments to my amen 
ment which have been submitted by the Se 
from New York, Iam quite willing to accept the 
if it can be done consistently with the rules of | 
Senate. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator cannot acce; 
them. The question is on amending the ame 
ment as peer 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I listened « 
very great pleasure, on a former day, to the 
marks which fell from the Senator from I!! 
who stands here now, I believe, the immed 
patron of this resolution. None can doubt 
the interest which he takes in this subject, bes 
the general interest actuating an American s 
man, is of a character peculiar and appropri 
himself ; and he has presented this resolution,» 


ec 


e¢ 


1 


| has sustained it in a manner which, while it rele 


credit on him as a statesman, does even greatt 
credit to his heart than his head. It is not 
design at all to enter into the merits of these pr 
ositions, further than to express my opinio! 
its policy. It is a measure of kindred charact 
with the one that was discussed yesterday by th 
honorable Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass 
It is a measure which commits this Government | 
a step never heretofore taken; to an interferene 
—a derict interference—with the policy of foretz! 
Governments. It is in that light alone that I a 
permitted, as a Senator from one of these States 
to look at it, and to consider it. Hlowever tree!) 
I acknowledge that the most deep and_ earnes 
sympathies of the American people are with thes 
men, whom we justly call patriots, now In eX" 
from their fathetland. I feel bound to declare ths 
this Government is forbidden from interference. 
Sir, we have seen lately a gentleman from abroad 
here, on a self-accredited mission to this county, 
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pgron Governments. We have seen the coun- 
nance he has met with from men of every de- 
ree and every station. | We have seen, I fear, 
it he has made a deep impression upon the feel- 
ws of a portion of the American people as to that 
‘raion policy; and we have witnessed the fact, that 
aysands have hung listeners to him when he has 
tempted to show them that Washington, who 
id the foundations of this policy deep and broad, 
1s mistaken; and who listened to him when he 
sid them, that although he was aware the Gov- 
went was against a change in that policy, he 
.s equally aware that the people could control 
» Government; and he declared and avowed that 
. was here to induce the American people to 
verrule the Government—in what? In a matter 
f policy in relation to foreign nations, which has 
ever been departed from since Washington pro- 
iu red it. 
‘| have heard with great and deep regret, that the 
.stly-distinguished Senator from Michigan, whose 
vords almost carry the weight of authority before 
che American peoole, has told us, as late as yes- 
erday, that we had need of no fear in taking the 
ron which he recommended; that it would not 
i to war; but that it would exercise a moral 
d suasive influence on things abroad; and he 
ted numerous instances where foreign Govern- 


ments had expressed their opinions of the intended 


tious of others, and we had seen them carried | 


ito execution, and yet they stood silent and inac- 
ive. What were these foreign Governments? 
(hey were the Governments of kings and poten- 
ates; of princes, who were actuated by selfish 
onsiderations alone in whatever they suggested 
rrecommended to those around them. What is 
ur Government? A Government of the people. 
\nd is it to be believed, will it be credited, that it 
should be recommended to the American people, 
» wielding this Government, to declare a purpose 
vhich they do not mean to execute? Sir, the 
very man to whom I have alluded—the Hunga- 
ian—avowed in one of his public addresses, that 
though it was not intended that the policy which 
e recommended should lead to war, yet it was 
rue that it became a nation, as he expressed it, to 
ik its diplomacy with the power of the country. 
| did not intend when I rose to discuss these 
They are kindred. However little 
lied in fact or in purpose, they are of kindred 
origin, and will lead to kindred results. I may 
feel it to be a duty devolved upon me, before the 
ieasure discussed yesterday shall be brought to a 
final vote, to express my opinions at length upon 
his subject. J meant only now to express more 
articularly to the Senator from Illinois, the feel- 
ing of regret with which lam constrained to vote 
against the proposition which he has so ably sus- 
ained. [shall feel it to be my duty, with what- 
ever reluctance, at once to vote in the negative, if 
tshall come to a vote. But I should be better 
itisfied, entertaining the feeling | do entertain 
towards the gentlemen in whose behalf it has ori- 
ginated, that it should be laid on the table. If not 
maeceptable to him, I make that motion. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Unless some one is disposed 
‘o speak on the subject, 1 would like to have the 
resolution disposed of at once. I think that, gen- 
erally speaking, the longer these questions are kept 

i suspense, the worse feeling arises out of them. 
Hen e | would like to see the resolution disposed 
ot now. But I must state, that I cannot, in jus- 
tee to myself, accede to the suggestion of the 
honorable Senator from Virginia, and allow the 
resolution to be laid on the table. 

Mr. MASON. I will not insist on the motion, 
i! It is unaeceptable to the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
with the suggestion made by the Senator from 
Virginia. The resolutions offered by theSenator 
‘rom Rhode Island, [Mr. Cuarxe,] in reference to 
the question of intervention, and this resolution 


questions. 


of the Senator from Illinois, are certainly kindred | 


subjects. They have their origin in the same 
feelings growing out of recent events. I think it 
will become the Senate, as the discussion is to 
=0 on upon the resolutions offered by the gentle- 
man from Rhode Island, to postpone action upon 


hi ip th . ° ; 
“us resolution, until we have heard the discussion | 


upon the whole subject. I do not wish to in- 


terfere with my friend from Illinois in his move- | 
ment at all, but I wanted to throw myself upon || 


‘Ss courtesy, to know whether it would not meet || only be separated by the House. The gentleman 


ourpose of unsettling its policy in relation 


I am highly gratified | 


his approbation that the resolution might lie over 
until we get through the discussion of the subject 
which was under consideration 
seems to me that it would be better to cet through 
the whole discussion before we vote. 


yesterday. It 


| feel dis- 


posed to make some remarks upon these subjects 
before we finally dispose of them; but | am not 
prepared to make those remarks now, and [| do 
not wish the question to be taken at this ume. 


Several Senators expressed a desire to adjourn. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, then, without 


wishing to take the floor on the resolution, I move 
that the Senate do now adjourn, as it is past three 
o’clock. 


Perhaps when the subject comes up 


again, we shall be able to make some disposition 
of the resolution. 


The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad- 


journed, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, February 11, 1852. 
The House met pursuantto adjournment. Prayer 


by the Rev. C. M. Burier. 


TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
THE COMPROMISE MEASURES. 


Mr. STRATTON. [ask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to present certain joint resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of New Jer- 
sey, and that they be read, laid on the table, and 
printed. 


There being no objection, the preamble and res- 


olutions were read, as follows: 


Whereas the Constitution of the United States is a com- 


pact between the several States, and forms the basis of out 
| Federal Union: 


And whereas the said States, through their Representa 


tives, in sovereign capacities as States, by adopting said Con 

stitution, .conceded only such powers to the General Gov 

ernment as were necessary “ to form a more perfect union, 
‘establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for 
‘the common defence, promote the general welfare, and 
‘secure the blessings of liberty to themselves and pos- 
* terity:”? 


And whereas the questions which agitated the country, 


and absorbed so large a portion of the time of the last ses- 
sion of the Congress of the United States; questions in 
their nature directly opposed to the spirit and compromises 
of the Constitution, calculated to destroy our domestic 
tranquillity, and dismember our glorious Union, were hap 
pily terminated by the Compromise Measures, it is deemed 
the imperative duty of this Legislature to express their 
sentiments in relation thereto: Therefore, 


1. Resolved, (Senate concurring,) ‘That the Constitution 


of the United States was framed in the spirit of wisdom 
and compromise, is the bond of our Federal Union, and 
ean only be preserved by a strict adherence to ite express 
and implied powers ; that New Jersey, one of the original 
thirteen States, has always adhered to the Constitution, and 
is unalienably attached to the Union, and that she will re 
sist, to the extent of her ability, any infraction of that 
sacred instrument. 


2. Resolved, (Senate conecurring,) That this Legislature 


cordially approves the measures adopted by the last session 
of Congress, known as the ** Compromise Measures,”’ and 
that every patriot, in every part of our widely extended 
country, has cause to rejoice in the adoption of said meas- 
sures, as a triumph of constitutional rights over a spirit of 
wild and disorganizing fanaticism. 


3. Resolved, (Senate concurring,) That New Jersey will 


abide by and sustain the compromise measures, and that 
her Senators in the Senate of the United States be in 
structed, and our Representatives in Congress be requested, 
to resist any change, alteration, or repeal thereof. 


4. Resolved, (Senate concurring,) That the fugitive slave 


law is in accordance with the stipulations of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, and, in its provisions, carries out 
the spirit and letter of the Constitution in its compromises, 
upon which our Union is founded. 


5. Resolved, (Senate concurring,) That we approve of the 


patriotic stand taken by the Executive of the United States, 
in declaring his determination to execute and enforce all 
jaws constitutionally enacted, and that the people of New 
Jersey will sustain him in so doing. 


6. Resolved, (Senate concurring,) That the Governor of 


the State be requested to transmit a copy of these resolu 
tions to the Governer of each State in the Union, and to 
each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 


Mr.GIDDINGS. Is not the question of print- 


ing debatable? 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 


But the question to 


lie upon the table is not. 


The SPEAKER. The question of printing, in 


the opinion of the Chair, is debatable. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. Upon that question, then, I 


have the floor. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think the ques- 


tion, in its present condition, is not debatable. 
The motion to print, when connected with the mo- 
| tion to lie upon the table, is not debatable. 


The SPEAKER. The motion to print is de- 


batable. 


Mr. JONES, cf Tennessee. The questions can 
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cannot debate the question of printing unless sep 
arated from the motion to lie upon the table. 

Mr.GIDDINGS. If the gentleman from Te: 
nessee rises to a point of order, I wish he would 
state it. 

The SPEAKER. The juestion is upon the 
motion to lay the resolutions upon the table, and 
ordering them to be printed. . 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
have a word to say. 

Mr. JONES. It is a joint motion, sir. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot de 
bate the motion to lie upon the table. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I do not ask that, but to 
make a few remarks upon the question of print 
ing. 

The SPEAKER. So long as the questions are 
connected they are not debatable. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
them. 

Mr. JONES, I hope that will be voted down 

Mr. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and nays 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair thinks it is com 
petent for the gentleman to call for a separate vote, 
first upon the motion to lie upon the table, and 
next upon the motion to print. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 will make a suggestion to 
the gentleman from Ohio. J intended to endeavor 
to get the floor as soon as these resolutions shoul 
be disposed of, for the purpose of moving that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole upon the state of the Union, to take up 
for consideration the President’s message. Then 
he can make whatever remarks he desires. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I am very much pleased to 
hear that. I have waited almost three months fo 
that motion. I shall not surrender the floor which 
I legitimately possess upon the question of print 
ing. 

Mr. JONES. I understand the motion origin 
ally to have been a joint one—to lay upon the 
table and print. I say this motion cannot be 
divided at the instance of one member. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it compe- 
tent for the gentleman to call for a division—to 
have a separate vote upon each proposition. 

Mr. JONES. The question of division should 
be put to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the propositions are divisible; that a member 
has a right to call for the separation, and that it i: 
not necessary a vote shall be taken upon the divi 
son. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
no doubt about it. 

The question was taken upon the motion to lay 
the resolutions upon the table, and it was agreed to. 
The question recurred on the motion to print. 

Mr. ORR. I rise to a question of order. In- 
asmuch as the House have laid the resolution upon 
the table, no motion to print, or any other motion 
in connection with the subject, can be entertained 
until the resolutions are taken from the table. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair overrules the 
point of order raised by the gentleman, upon-the 
ground that it has been the practice of the House 
to order a paper which may have been laid upon 
the table to be printed. 

Mr. ORR. I understand the Chair to deer 
then, that it is competent for the [LLouse to consid 
a motion to print a proposition which has be: 
laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides the que 
tion now befure the House is upon the motion to 
print. 

Mr. ORR. 
laid upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ORR. I then take an appeal from the de 
cision of the Chair. 

Mr. HALL moved to lay the appeal upon the 
tsble. 

The question was then taken, and it was agreed 
to. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to withdraw certain papers from the 
files of the House. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, objected. 

Mr. HEBARD asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to withdraw the papers of Stephen 
Hoyt from the files of the House. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, objected. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Nothing is further from my 
| intention than to occupy the time of the House 


Upon the latter motion | 


I then ask for a division o! 


There can he 


} 
iv 


To print resolutions that have bee 
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upon the question to which I call their attention. 


TH 


I wish to say to the House and the country, that | 
I, for one, am one of those now present who pro- | 


fess to be Free-Soilers. 


We are ready now, and | 


at all times, to discuss the questions of the compro- | 


mise, asthey shallcome legitimately beforeus. This 


determination upon my part was avowed upon the 


first day of the session. 


I had hoped that we | 


should have had the privilege of going into a dis- | 
sion of the President’s message, and there lay- | 


r our views before the country, to whom we 
are bound to address ourselves upon this and every 


ther important question. Let me say the 


‘7 
i 


to 


t, instead of adjourning and spend- 


ig something like five weeks of our session, had 


bers here, tha 


we come here and laid our views, in a statesman- | 


like manner, before the country and before this 
body, we should have improved ourselves in states- 


manship, and we should now have the respect of 


the people. We should have respected ourselves 


better than we now do, having spent so much of 


our time in idleness. That time has gone by, and 
we cannot now recall it. And now, when business 
presses, we shall see gentlemen rising upon this 
floor and avowing their sentiments upon important 
questions, which should have long since been dis- 
cussed upon the President’s message. ‘The reso- 
lutions from the respected State of New Jersey 


ouse, without intending any disrespect to mem- | 


are before us, and what is the position in which | 


they place us all? Already the people of New 


Jersey, through their Legislature, are avowing | 


their sentiments in favor of these compromise 
measuses, while we, the representatives of the 


people of this nation in Congress assembled, are | 


not permitted to speak on the subject, or to mani- 
fest our views, or our intentions, in regard to these 
measures. Theseare called compromise measures, 
by which the great question of slavery is to be 
silenced forever. I would say to the Legislature 
of New Jersey, Send your resolutions to the other 
branch of Congress. Send them, where almost from 
the first day of our present session down to the 


present, the agitation has been going on upon this | 


very question of suppressing agitation—of silencing 
discussion upon slavery. ‘That State is sending to 
us their determination of maintaining silence upon 
this question, while they proclaim to the world 
their intention to uphold the fugitive law, and 


the slave trade in this District, and on our south- | 


ern coast. Far be it from me to object to the 
printing of these resolutions. The Legislature of 
New Jersey is certainly entitled to our respect 
and so areall other Legislatures. What I protest 
» 18 
mode of arguing questions from Legislatures, and 
from people of different States, while we ourselves 
hermetically close our own lips upon the question. 
I will not do it for one. } 
the fugitive slave law; and let me say here, that 
with these resolutions I agree most heartily, so far 
as they co for maintaining the Constitution of the 
United States. I stand with them in that respect. 


arainst 


| 


this side-bar manner, this insidious | 


They speak in favor of | 


And Iam the last man to flinch from this position. 


Would to God that that State, by her representa- 
tives upon this floor, would sustain the Constitu- 
tion. WhenI say that, I say what you know well 
to be my sentiments; and they are, that this body 
has nothing to do with this question of slavery in 
the States—that every attempt upon the part of 


this Government to involve us in a discussion of | 


this question is now, ever has been, and ever 
will be, a violation of our constitutional rights. 
Hands off! Non-intervention! Keep your slavery 
to ! is the motto of the advocates of 


yourselves ! 
freedom from the North. It is your business—it 


iniquity, or its glory, whatever you call it. It is 
your business and not ours. Involve us not in 
it—keep it to yourselves—maintain it; but do not 
involve the freemen of my State, or of the free 
States, in it. I will take this occasion to repeat 
what I have often said upon this floor, that in one 
instance, and but one, under the Constitution of 


the United States, are we authorized to legislate | 


upon the question of slavery, and that is the ques- 
tion for the recapture of fugitive slaves; and 
upon that question I am willing to give to the 
South everything that the framers of the Consti- 
tution gave them at the time of its formation, or 
rather, I shall urge no constitutional objection to 
such legislation. . But when I have done that, I 
then take my stand; I move no further. 


is your institution, with all its curse, shame, and | 


E CONGRESSIONAL 


gentlemen go beyond that, | meet them. 1 know 
how gentlemen came here with prejudice on their 
minds—Il know the misrepresentations that have 
gone through this nation in regard to my senti- 
ments, and the sentiments of those who advocate 
Northern rights. Slaveholders, Southern men, 


Northern men, men of all parties have read our || 


sentiments, distorted, misrepresented, and falsified, 
and it becomes necessary at every new session of 
Congress, that we should avow our doctrines, I 
do so now to Southern men; and | assure gentle- 
men from the South, that if they come up to the 
work and stand by the Constitution, we will meet 
them upon its very line, and will stand with them 
shoulder to shoulder, and we will act as friends on 
that point. Let us repeal your laws involving us 
in the support of slavery. 

The Congress of the United States never had 


the privilege or constitutional authgrity to involve | 


people of the North in the maintenance of 
slavery, or of your slave trade. I say to you, one 
and all, members of this body, that where you at- 
tempt to involve us in the crimes and iniquities of 
that institution, or of the slave trade, you can never 


the 


settle this quest.on—you might as easily unsettle || 


the eternal, enduring principles of justice, or tear 
Deity from his throne, as to settle this question 
while the freemen of the North are involved inthe 
crimes of this slave trade. 

But here we stand, and why? Look at the slave 
trade in this District—at your slave prisons in this 
District, sustained by laws of Congress, by which 
fathers, mothers, brothersand sisters, are now sigh- 
ing, weeping in chains, and the Legislature of New 
Jersey sends up resolutions that we shall remain 
involved in this transcendent iniquity, and sustain 
this market in human flesh, and authorize the sale 
of fathers and mothers in this city by act of Con- 
gress; that your Southern coastwise slave trade 
shall continue, and the flag of the United States 
shall be prostituted to maintain and protecta com- 
merce in the bodies of men and of women; that 
the American stars and stripes shall float over car- 
goes of mothers, fathers, and children, by virtue 
of an act of Congress, and yet say we shall remain 
silent upon the subject. I will take this occasion 

y, that I have prepared a bill, of which I gave 
notice early in the session, to repeal the 9th and 10th 
sections of the law of 1801, which constituted and 
established this coastwise slave trade. Wedo 
not ask to interfere with it. We ask to wipe it 
from the statute-book, and leave your slave trade 
where we found it, with the people of the slave 
States themselves. Why, sir, the Législature of 
New Jersey asks us to be quiet—to regard their 


to se 


compromise measures as a final settlement of the | 


slave question. Do they wish their constituents 


and themselves to continue involved in the enormi- || 
1 would like to | 
hear gentlemen meet these points, not to evade, 


ties of that traffic in mankind? 


dodge, or cover them up, but to meet these ques- 
tions in a frank, open manner, like men—like 
statesmen. Here are the statutes. 


Now, when I come to offer my bill, which Iin- 


tend doing, | want to know how many of these 


men, from the North and from the South, will | 


vote to separate the 


North from the support of 
that coastwise slave 


trade? Let the representa- 
tives of New Jersey say, as stated in the resolu- 
tions before us, that we have no power over it; 
that we never had power over it—and I shallagree 
with them. I desire now to address one word to 
the slaveholding portion of this House. When I 
shail present this bill, it will give a fair opportu- 


nity for gentlemen to meet with us here and test | 
this question, and settle it forever by washing our 


hands of it. I expect there will be a mighty 
‘‘coming down stairs’? about that time. But I 


desire to unite with the slavehalding portion of | 
this bod y—for there is some generosity with them, || 


at least they have boldness—and we will smoke 


out these dough-faces, and drive them from under | 
Now, I repeat to South- | 
ern men, that | look to them with confidence, | 
|| that they will meet us upon the question fairly, | 
and come up to the work, and permit me to intro- | 
|| duce my bill to repeal that law. 


the bush! 


{Laughter. } 


| stood, 1 repeat, that there is nothing in that bill 
which seeks to interfere. It is to cease all inter- 
| ference and repeal the law; not to pass a new law, 


/ but to prevent future agitation, to leave all inter- | 
| ference with the slave trade, and leave it with the | 
my Thus far || 
slavery, with its proud waves, may come; but when || 


South, where it belongs. 
New Jersey wants. 


This, I believe, is what 
go with the people of that 


GLOBE. 


Let it be under- | 


Feb. Il, 


State to effect this object. I go with ever 
in this Hall who has spoken upon this subject t 
effect this repeal, and thereby prevent avitation, 
I go with the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Mer. 
puy,] when he seid we had no authority to carry 
slavery whereitis not. He then, sir, spoke trys 
| L agree with him, although he is a Democrat an4 
| a slaveholder—no, 1 believe he is a Democra:;. 
Union man. But the truth is this: When oy 
| come to this work gentlemen retreat from thei, 
positions. It is the only subjeot on which we », 
authorized, under the Constitution, to legisla: 
concerning slavery. On that subject we possess 
powers to legislate to a certain extent, 
We can prohibit Northern men from Preventing 
| you from the capture of your slaves, and that fs. 
{ am willing to go with you; rather, I would say. 
there is no constitutional objection to that. Th» 
is my doctrine. We have no constitutional ob. 
| jection to fixing a penalty upon any man who 
shall interfere to prevent the slaveholder from ap. 
resting and returning his fugitive slaves. py 
‘there I stop. The State of New Jersey, by he; 
Legislature, may proclaim that it is our duty ; 


¥ Man 
uth, 


are 


take upon ourselves the appointment of officers of 
commissioners to run after and seize your slaves 
for you, but I deny that position altogether, We 
have no constitutional authority thus to degrade 
Northern men. Let me say to Southern men, |; 
is your privilege to catch your own slaves, if any 
one catches them. It is not our duty to play the 
blood-hound for you. It is your duty to meet 
the expense of it, and not ours. We will not 
tax our constituents, our laboring men, to defray 
the expense of chasing down and securing your 
| fugitives. Catch them yourselves. You have a 
constitutional right to do it; but we will not turn 
out and play the blood-hound for you. When you 
| ask us to pay the expense of arresting your 
slaves, or to give the President authority to ap- 
point officers to do that dirty work, give them 
power to compel our people to give chase to th 
panting bondman, you overstep the bounds of 
the Constitution; and there we meet you, and 
there we stand. And there we shall remain. We 
shall protest against such indignity; we shill pro- 
claim our abhorrence of sucha law. Nor can 
you seal our lips, or silence our voices. Do 
you believe that Northern men are ready and wil- 
ling to surrender their self-respect, their dignity, 
and pay the expenses of giving chase to your 
fugitive slaves? If so, let me tell you that there 
is a sentiment now passing through the whole 
North, and through the whole Union, that will set 
your calculations at defiance. You cannot quiet 
tt. Like Banquo’s ghost, it will not down at your 
bidding. Sir, the popular sentiment of this na- 
tion hurls defiance at this weak and effeminate 
body, when it undertakes to tell the people that 
they shall surrender their consciences at your bid- 
ding, and engage in the vile work of seizing their 
fellow-man, and dragging him to bondage and op- 
pression. 

I had no intention, when I rose, of saying more 
than to enter my protest against the manner of il- 
terfering here on all sides of this question except 
upon that of freedom, and that while we, the rep- 
resentatives of the North, remain silent, the States, 
through their Legislatures, should be permitied 
to argue this question, and send their arguments (0 
the people. Having uttered my protest on that 
point, I will resume my seat. Pe 

Mr. STANLY. Thegentleman from Ohio has 
given the House some advice as to how we are lo 
improve our statesmanship. If 1 understand hin 
correctly, he lectures us for adjourning over from 
Fridays till Mondays instead of staying here 
listen to the disquisitions which he is in the habit 
of pouring out, whenever he gets the floor, upoo 
one subject, with a view to improve our states 
manship. Now, how long is it since the gentle- 
man became so industrious that he undertakes 
lecture this House about improving our statesman- 
ship? Let the dinner-bell ring, and the first gen- 
tleman that leaves this Hall to go home and ap- 
pease his appetite, to the neglect of the business 
of the country, is the gentleman from Ohio. He 
is as punctual in that respect as any steam-whistle 
| ina unser in the city, or as any bell in tow?. 
|| Who left Congress at the last long session belore 

he had performed his public duties here, and wen 

off home after he had poured out all he had to say 
|| upon the subject of slavery, leaving everything !n 
|| disorder, so far as the nation was concerned, a0 
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1852. TH 
regardless of what befell the country, but the gen- 
deman from Ohio ? And now those of us who 
have business of our constituents to attend to on 
<aturday—the holiday, as it is called, but the most 
jaborious day of the session to those members who 
do their business properly—are to be lectured by 
the gentleman from Ohio, who leaves punctually at 
dinner-time, and goes home for three weeks at a 
time, leaving the public business to attend to itself. 
«Take the beam out of thine own eye, and then 
shalt thou see clearly to take the moat out of thy 
prother’s eye. __ . : 

Mr. GIDDINGS, (interrupting.) So far as re- 
cards my dinner hour—whether | go to my dinner 
at one, two, or three o’clock—the gentleman re- 
cards it as important to the country. He, sir, 
may regard it as the most tremendous subject on 
which he has been called to comment in the course 
of his statesmanship. I shall only reply by say- 
ing, that I dine at such hours as suits my mind. I 
had not consulted the gentleman. I am in the 
habit of dining regularly and laboring regularly, 
unless business prohibits. I had not regarded it | 
as my duty to consult any one as to my hours of | 
eating. 

As far as regards my absence at the close of the 
last long session, L will say to the gentleman, that 
no vote was taken then, or ever during my ab- 
sence, on which my voice or vote could have had | 
the least possible effect, or could have been of any | 
avail. I did leave Washingtona few days before 
the close of the long session of the last Congress; 
but I did not leave until every subject of legisla- | 
tion was as substantially determined as they now | 
are. This House had spent seven long months 
in the discussion of one question, and it was im- 

ossible to bring the dough-faces to a vote upon it. | 
F refer to the California bill. Wohen that bill had | 
been under discussion three weeke, I called upon | 
gentlemen from the North and from the South to 
meet in this Hall and devise means by which we 
could drive the dough-faces te a vote. And, sir, 
we had some forty or fifty members here, but we 
found it impossible to move them up to the work. | 
The discussion was prolonged and prolonged, and | 
for more than half a year we were detained here 
by the timidity of members—kept from our busi- 
ness at home, from our families, and the treasure 
of the nation squandered, for no other reason than 
that members dared not vote on that question. 

Mr. STANLY. 

ret? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I have not quite got through. | 
Iam sorry to see a Southern slaveholder doing the 
dirty work of the dough-faces of the North. It is 
not becoming the dignity of a slaveholder to draw | 
such argument from the servile press of Northern 
dough-faces. 1 have seen this whole attack of his, 
in certain scurrilous papers of the North. Sir, let 
the dough-faces copy after Southern gentlemen. It 
is their business. I wish now to meet another im- | 
portant question. I have been censured by the 
servile press of my own district, because I did not, 
by my own influence, carry through at an earlier 
period of last Congress the bill for the improve- 
ment of our lakes, harbors, and river navigation. 
The loss of that bill has been imputed to my neg- | 
lect. Now, before this House and the country, 
ask the gentleman, and every other member of 
the last Congress, to bear testimony, that | used | 
every possible exertion to hasten the business of | 
that session. From the commencement 6f the 
session to its close, I never voted for an adjourn- | 
ment overfor more than oneday. From the com- | 
mencement of this session, I have not objected to 
adjourning over on Saturdays, but I have objected 
to spending half our time here for the first eight | 
weeks of the session in idleness. That is what 
I have objected to; and if the gentleman means to 
censure me for that, let him come out and say so 
like a man. I spoke respectfully. I stated ex- 

ressly that I did not intend to censure any one. 

hat, sir, was the first time that I ever found the 
gentleman from North Carolina dodging behind 
the bush. When he was a good Whig in for- 
mer times, and acted with me, he used to come 
out like a man on every and all occasions, and | 
speak, and act, and vote without delay. I re- | 
peated at the long session of last Congress, that 
instead of speaking here for seven months upon | 
the one question of admitting California, we should || 
have disposed of it in three weeks at furthest, and || 
then have passed our harbor bill, and that instead || 


Has the gentleman finished | 





E 


should have gone home at least two or three 


months earlier than we did. In that way we 
would have had our harbor and river improve- 
ments, saved the nation a great expense, and our- 
selves the disgrace of such puerile and unneces- 
sary waste of time and money. 

Is there a Whig, or a Democrat, or a dough- 
face, who was in the last Congress, who can tell 
for what—‘‘ cui bono’’—we remained here for 
those seven months? As I said before, my voice 
was to labor, to act, to legislate, to do our busi- 
ness,and go home. And now I come right home 
to the point—will the gentleman meet it? Ought 
we not to have done as I state? Ought we not to 
have given the peoplea harbor bill, instead of wast- 
ing our time? Ought we not to have disposed of 
the Califorma question in at most three weeks, 
instead of being seven months about it? and then 
passed the harbor bill in another week? Ought 
not the gentleman himself to have aided in doing 
this, and then gone home at least two or three 
months before he did, instead of attacking me for 
going so early? Let the people answer this ques- 
tion. Why, [ believe opinions are given very 
freely here. At home I have to pay for them; 
but here I give them for nothing. I believe the 
country would have been under deep obligations 
to the gentleman, and to the rest of the House, if 
they had left when I did. I believe it would have 
been better for the country if we had transacted 
our business and returned Sean to our constitu- 
ents at least two months earlier than we did. Let 
me say, here, that | see gentlemen in this Hall 
who are looking forward to the nomination of a 
President; and let me warn the country that until 
those nominations have been made, and until the 
Buncombe speeches shall have been uttered, little 


| business will be done, and no adjournment had. 


Mr. STANLY. This lecture is getting too 
long. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Well, I see the gentleman 
is impatient under it, so I will give way. 

Mr. STANLY. I yielded the floor to the gen- 
tleman for explanation, but he branched off into a 
long lecture to the House upon its general deport- 
ment. If I yield any longer, it may go on fora 
week, for the gentleman seems to think he has 
some special gift from Providence, or from: some one 


, much lower than I choose to refer to here, to lec- 
lecture all mankind—slave-holders, dough-faces, 


Whigs and Democrats. 

The gentleman from Ohio admits, that he went 
home during the last Congress, and neglected the 
public business. We heard none of his lectures 
then. Who aided so much to delay the public busi- 
ness ia this House as the gentleman from Ohio? 
W hat ten men aided so much to do itas he? Were 
there any ten men in that Congress who caused 
so much delay, and did so much to obstruct the 
public business, as the honorable member ? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. [call on the gentleman from 
North Carolina to make his assertion good in the 
face of this House. I pronounce it false. 

Mr. STANLY. It is mighty easy for one who 
has no regard for the decencies or dignity of life, 
and who screens himself from responsibility for 
directing false charges like this, to leave his public 
business here, and sneak away from this House, 
as the gentleman did at the end of the last long ses- 
sion, taking his pay for work he did not do. Is 
he not a pretty gentleman to come here and lec- 
ture any man in this House—any negro outside of 
the House—or any free negro—upon propriet 
and mtegrity of character? Does it come wit 
a good grace for that gentleman to embark in lec- 
tures of that character ? 

Now, sir, we have had enough of this. Why, 
when the honorable gentleman some time ago 
made a speech in this Hall, I called upon him to 


explain a certain matter, and he refused, be- | 
cause, as he then said, it was not a proper time. || 


Yet, how does that gentleman now regard the 


rules of this House? Why, here, upon a motion | 
to print the resolutions of the Legislature of the | 


State of New Jersey he gives a half hour’s discus- 


| sion, not upon printing those resolutions, but upon 


slavery and theslave trade. What has that to do 
these resolutions are always printed as a matter of 
courtesy. But, in this case, upon a simple mo- 
tion to print, we must be treated this morning to 
a speech upon the slavery question by this mileage 
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| with the subject of printing the resolutions? Why, | 
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and leaves the public business to take care of it- 
self. 

The gentleman calls hirnself a Democrat. If he 
had called himself a free negro Democrat, he 
would have come nearer the truth than he does 
by calling himself a Democrat—for the Demo- 
crats will not acknowledge him as one of them. 
Ido not know a Democrat upon this floor who 
would do it. 

But the honorable gentleman says that his din- 
ner hour is about asgreat a question of statesmun- 
ship asI ever attempted to discuss. I beg to say 
that I have attempted to discuss one subject of 
smaller significance than even his dinner, and that 
is the honorable gentleman from Ohio himself; 
and I have discussed that subject, because it 
was forced upon me by his own conduct in this 
House. He is a subject of the least importance of 
any tirat I ever attempted to discuss. Why, 
during the last Congress, when he ought to have 
been here attending to his public business, where 
was the gentleman? But he has seen proper to 
refer to this internal improvement bill. Now | 
say—the House will bear me out in what | 
say, that every member of the last Congress will 
bear me out in saying—that he did more to injure 
that bill than any fifty strict constructionists in 
the House. His support of anything he touches 
in this House is death to it. He is making sla- 
very a popular institution, if it ever were unpop- 
ular. je is making the people of his district, by 
his rant upon this question of slavery, not only 
odious to the Southern people, but to a large por- 
tion of the North. Yes, the North are beginning 
to rerard them, on his account, with feelings of 
detestation. That honorable member, by his ad- 
vocacy of these internal improvement bills, as far 
as his influence can go, or has gone, is rendering 
them odious to a large portion of the people al! 
over the country, and gives members upon this 
floor a pretext for voting against them, which 
otherwise they would not have. How can your 
constituents expect to have river and harbor im- 
yrovements when a representative, who comes 
1ere to send forth constantly his infernal nonsense, 
vileness, and abuse upon the whole Southern 
country, undertakes to advocate such measures? 
Yet that has been the whole course of the honor- 
able member. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Will the member allow me 
to say a word upon that point? I want to call the 
attention of the House to the vote upon the inter- 
nal improvement bill. I rejoice that the honor- 
able gentleman from North Carolina has paid me 
the compliment to say that | have done more than 
any other fifty men in this House to defeat this 


bill. It is saying that I possess an influence, of 
which I was not aware. I think—though l am 


not certain—that there were not fifty who voted 


| against it in this House. 


A Voice. The bill only passed by some six- 
teen or seventeen majority. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Well, be that as it may, I 
am rejoiced that the gentleman has seen fit to call 
up this point. When I took my seat in this 
House, this whole system of internal improve- 
ments was abandoned. At that time the western 
portion of the district which I now represent, was 
represented by another gentleman. Gentlemen 
will recollect that the system, so far as our action 
was concerned, was revived during the admin- 
istration of Mr. Polk. We then passed a bill 
which was vetoed. Now, itis for the sins of Mr. 
Polk for which the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina and certain Whig newspapers arraign me. 
At the last session of Congress, a bill was passed 
again, triumphantly in this House—at least ii 
was passed by a large majority—I am sure the 
majority was near thirty; yet I am held respon- 
sible for the loss‘of the bill in the Senate. I de- 
sired to reply thus far to the charges of the gentle- 
man. And I will add, thatby the bill my district 
received more than double the amount of appro- 
priation it ever received under my predecessor in 
any one year. 

But as to other matters, [ will say that when 
the member descends to the vulgarities of bar- 
room blackguards, to which he has on this occa- 
sion descended, I cannot follow him. He gets 
lower down than aman of honor can go. He 
descends so low that I cannot follow him so far 
as to throw the mantle of charity over him. 


; member—this running-away member—this mem- | [Laughter.] I say, I cannot, and | hope the coun- 
of remaining here, that gentleman, and all of us, || ber who goes home to secure his own election, |, try, a8 1 know my constituents will not, expect 
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me to follow him down to the point of ribaldry to 
which he has descended upon this occasion. 
Mr. G., (turning to several gentlemen standing 
near Mr. Stanuiy.) I protest against the dough- 
faces cro pwding aad the ve ntle man from North 
Carolina, to supply him with matter with which to 
I tell them it is too small business 


assail me. for 


nui. 

Mr. STANLY. ‘That’s true. 
small business. [Laughter.] 

Mr. GIDDINGS. This its Sree fight at 
ll. Itis between him and myself. I want then 
to giveus a free fight—fair play upon both sides 

A Voice. You shall have that. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I say that the press—the 
servile press of the North—has chosen to arraign 
me, and charge upon me the responsibility of de- 
eating that bill, not in this House,-for I repeat 
that it passed this body, but because my influence 
was not sufficient to pass it through the Senate on 
the last days of thesession. The gentleman from 
North Carolina consents to be their mouth-piece, 

to play the bully for them. He arraigns me for 
that, and tells the country that [ did more than 
any other fifty men in the House to defeat the bill. 
Lam glad that he has given me the opportunity 
for laying the truth in relation to this matter before 
the Houseand thecountry. Now, sir, how stands 
he fact? I make the assertion; that it was that 
rentieman and the Northern serviles in the House 
Ww me would not pe rmit us to come to a yote upon 
the California bill, who prevented us from getting 
through the bill for the improvement of rivers and 
harbors—who would not allow it to pass this 
House during the long session to which he refers, 
nor, indeed, in the last session, in time for it to 
pass the Senate during that Congress, ‘There is 
the whole of it. And I say, the gentleman from 
North Carolina, and those with him who pro- 
cured that seven months’ ouey of all business, 
are the men who are responsible for the loss of 
that bill, and of other measures which ought to 
have passed that Congress. ; 

Mr. STANLY. The gentleman from Ohio 
says it is a small business for anybody to come 
here and give hints to mein relation to himself. So 
it is. I plead guilty to the accusation. It is not 
only a very small business, but rather worse than 
that. Itis the business ofa scavenger to have any- 
thing to do with the honorable gentleman from 
Ohio; and I feel as if | wanted to wash my hands 
after | have got through with him. But 1 cannot 
helpit. Heishere, upon this floor, and thrusts him- 
selfupon us. He holds himself up to us as alight— 
as a sort of censor morum of this House. Now, 
in all courtesy and in all decency I say that it is a 
small business for me. 1 do not know how I can 
descend any lower when I descend to attack the 
honorable member from Ohio. 

A Memper. ‘* Good!” **Good!’’ 

Mr. STANLY. It is not good; it is very bad, 
avd | wish somebody else would do it: But 
when he thrusts himself before the House in this 
manner, | have felt called upon to do it. 

\ few words in regard to the charge which | 
made, that the gentleman from Ohio had,done 
more toward defeating the river and harbor bill 
than any other fifty members in this House. I 
believe that bill was defeated by the influence of 
that member, by his violent and insupportable at- 
lacks upon Southern members and Southern in- 
stitutions, while he has set himself up as the *‘Si- 
mon Pure’’ of this House. That gentleman has 
spoken of the large amount which that bill appro- 
priated in his own district. Now » it is my belief 
that the very fact that so large an amount was ap- 
propriated for a certain portion of the country, is 
the very reason why the bill did not pass the Sen- 
ate of the United States, ‘* Let the galled jade 
wince.”’ The facts are here, and the country 
ought to know them. The people of his own dis- 
trictought to know the fact, that whatever moasure 
that gentleman advocates here he renders odious. 

The gentleman refers to my course upon the 
( ‘alifornia bill, by way of a retort, in the spirit of 
mere spleen and spite, ina most contemptible spirit 
of ** tit for tat, "and regardless of truth. He says 

that | was responsible as much as any others, I 
believe, for the delay in the passage of that bill. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Oh no; I did not say that. 

Mr. STANLY. “Well, he says that I am re- 

sponsible. Now, if thee has anything come be- 
fore this House in relation to which, above all 
others, Lam impregnable, it is this charge, Every 


It is a mighty 


not a 
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member of the last Congress will bear me witness 
that | was ready to come to a vote upon that Cali- 
fornia bill at all times, and that my course in this 
respect made me an object of assault by certain 
rentiemen from the Sou country. I intro- 
duced a resolution to close debate upon that bill, 
and tried to get it through at a much earlier period 
than the honorable member from Ohio himself did. 
I say, then, that if there is a single member upon 
this floor who is exempt from this charge, | am 
the man; for I tried my best to stop debate a get 

this bill reported to the Houss upon 
that subject. a 

But the honorable gentleman tal 
adjourning over from Friday to Monday. Now, 
I want to know where the gentleman from Ohio 
was during nearly a whole week of the present 
session, When he was absent from the House? I 
know where he was. He was in a Philadelphia 
convention. He was embarking in the Kossuth 
humbug. He was passing resolutions about Kos- 
suth’s influence upon the slavery questions in the 
United States. But he was not assisting in the 
discharge of the duties of this House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Will the gentleman allow 
me a moment? 

Mr. STANLY. Itis evident that no member 
of this House wants to hear him; but I will allow 
him to speak. [Laughter. | 

Mr. GIDDINGS. The gentleman has, upona 
former occasion, imputed to me a presence ata 
meeting of Abolitionists in 
certain resolutions were passed there. 
man is entirely mistaken. Those resolutions 
were not passed at the meeting at which I spoke; 
nor were any resolutions passed, save, perhaps, a 
formal vote of thanks to myself and others. The 
meeting to which the gentleman alludes was at 
another time and at another ee. 

Mr. STANLY, (interrupting.) The member 
was not only in the P hiladelphia C onvention that 
passed those resolutions, but he was there and 
made a speech. That he does notdeny, although 
he will deny anything when the proof is not at 
hand. He cannot deny that; and, by the way, 
there has been no man who has had a controversy 
upon this floor with that honorable-member who 
has not raised the issue of veracity with him—no 
man, whether from the North or South. Not 
one, that | remember. But, not only was he 
present, but he made wa speech, ‘* The galled jade 
winces again,”? (pointing at Mr. (GIDDINGS. ) 

Mr.GIDDINGS. Does the rentleman intend 
to say that | was present at a meeting in Phila- 
delphia when certain resolutions were agitated, or 
that I knew they were agitated, or that | spoke in 
reference to them ? 

Mr. STANLY. I say he ata Philadel- 
phia convention, and made a speech at that con- 
vention. Did he not? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. If the gentleman intends to 
say 

Mr. 

Sut | 

Mr. 


tuern 


So I am safe 


ks about our 


Was 


STANLY. I say nothing about his intent. 
say what I have said. 

GIDDINGS. That gentleman shall not 
crack the overseer’s lash in that way, to put me 
down. I say, and I say unhesitatingly, that if he 
intends to say that 
such resolutions, or heard of them, o1 
any agitation of them, at any meeting, he is mis- 
taken. If he intends, however, to be understood 
us saying, that late in the day when I was in 
Philadelphia, I walked into a convention there, 
and when called upou responded in a few words, 
he is right. Now, the centleman m: iy talk about 
his question of veracity; but when he atte empts, in 
that offensive manner, to misrepresent, he need not 
undertake to intimidate gentlemen from speaking 
the truth, and doing so boldly. 

Mr. STANLY. I hope the gentleman will 
not gnash his teeth so hard. He hardly frightens 
me by this extraordin ry exuberance of passion. 
The honorable gentleman says I shall not crack 
the overseer’s whip over him. That is a favorite 
figure with the honorable gentleman, The only 
overseer’s lash in my part of th e country, that 1 
know of being cracked at all, is not with slave- 
holders, who manage their negroes without it. 
We have no crack of the lash with us over our 
slaves. That is a fancy. The lash is only known 
to felons and bad negroes. There are bad ne- 
groes—and there ought to be bad negroes when we 
see how meanly white men can act, (laughter )— 
who should be punished with it. Who is playing 


Philadelphia, when | 
The gen- | 


| was present, and knew of 
heard of 


‘ 
2 

= Feb. 11, 
overseer over white men? Who but he 
makes himself an overseer, cracking the 7 
and throwing out his filth and slime « over evar.’ 
body. With him every Northern W) 
dough-face, and every Democrat is a yi) 
and slaveholder, who performs his duty yyde , 
Constitution towards fis brethren in the Sour) 

Sir, we do not raise the overseer’s las}; oyer 
slaves in North Carolina. If that man | 
to Mr. GippinGs] were in the Souther) 
Mr. Chairman, there is not d decent man 
my constituents who would own such a felioy 
aslave. He would bea ‘‘free nigger,” and in 
than three weeks would be tied to the whipp 
post for stealing or slandering his neig hi re] 
the honorable member says, if I say thai he y 
at that convention, when certain resolutions wer, 
assed, then I misrepresent him—then I tel] y fy). 
od Yes, sir, and if 1 say he is a gentler, 
tell a fi lsehood ; and if I say that these p vil 
all made of chalk, | tell a falsehood ; and if 1 ‘ 
this white piece of paper is as black as the }y 
of the gentleman from Ohio, I tell a falsehood 
I have said no such thing. But, upon the yy 
of being absent from public business, | charge | 
with being at Philadelphia in a convention whey, 
certain resolutions were passed; and that he » 

a speech at thatconvention. ‘That I charged, 
that only, and that he does notdeny. Bu: | 
over that by sayipg, that if I say whiat I « 
say, then I misrepresent. Now I not only ch 
that, for the gentleman was not only at tha 
vention, but “he was at some public meeting 
Montgomery county, in Deneuyitania, 1 mak 
speeches—at Norristown. He can go away 
attend two sessions, and 

The SPEAKER. Wil! the gentleman 
his remarks a moment ? 

Mr. STANLY. Certainly. I oucht to 
pend that fellow by the neck, [pointing to M 
GippDINnes. | . 

[A message was here received from the P 
dent of the United States, by the hands of M; 
LARD P. Fittmorg, his Private Secretary. | 

Mr. STANLY, (resuming.) The 


Very 


Wre 


honoral 


| gentleman from Ohio {Mr. Gippinés] not onlyi 


dorsed, but threw the overseer’s lash over 
whole South. But let any gentleman from 
North, no matter how high his character, dey 
at all in voting from what the gentleman thinks 
right, and that moment he is assailed as 2 do 
face. Let any Southern Democrat vote for ; 
one of these compromise acts, he is a dough-fa 
Let any Northern patriot vote for any one of ¢! 
and at once he becomes a dough-face, and ts as 
sailed by the member from Ohio. Sir, 
habit of lecturing this House, and he has done s 
two or three times this session, while | charge hin 
with neglecting his business and running away 
and when he is here, with throwing constant 1) 
pediments in the way of the transaction of the pu 
lic business. 

I regret that I have been led to say a worda 
this matter. I did not intend to do so. 
departed from the course of conduct I had 
scribed to inyself towards that member. But 
own insolence has caused me this morning 
get it. When there was no matter of that sor 
before the House, he has got up ‘and poured 01 
his abuse upon the whole House and upo 
whole Southern country. In a moment of exci! 
ment, | was induced to get up and remind him 
his misdeeds, when he arose and insoleuntly 
that what I said was false. He has thrown! 
first stone; he has begun this business; and, d 
regarding all propriety, has provoked what he 
got, and let him take the consequences and !x 
the blame—though he is to blame enough to sink @ 
navy, and odium enough to disgrace a regime! 
of free negroes afilicted with the small-pox, if 
had the whole poured upon him. 

I beg pardon of this House for having d 
ed—as the gentleman said I did—for 
stooped to a controversy withhim. I plead 
to it. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 

Mr. STANLY. 
planation? 


Mr. GIDDINGS. 


ne 1s} 


I wish to say one wor 
Does he want to inake an ex 


When I spoke ef the 
tleman, saying that what he stated was false, ‘1 
House will bear testimony that I did not transgress 
the parliamentary rules. | know my parliame! 


rights. I.stepped to the verge of parliament: ry rule 


fant 


but there | stopped. Every member under 
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Neither is it insuliing or ungentlemanly to 
.man if he is wrong. I did not say that 
optteman intentionally spoke falsehood or mis- 
a ted the facts. No, sir; I knew too well 
ones to gentlemen; what belongs to my- 
rd to the dignity of this body, to say that. 
wre kept myself within parliamentary rules. 
at § gentleman is put forward by a certain 
ass of the North, as their instrument to 
ime; when he undertakes to play the brag- 
. dough-faces, and serviles for the Swiss 
lof slavery; when he undertakes to draw 
,a controversy with him, i will say to the 
, that when you go so low,as you have 
! cannot follow you. It may, sir, be 
le for the grog-shop or the bar-room, but it 
it for the people whom I represent. Such 
eure would not be permitted among common 
oow loafers of my district. Now when any 
xpects me to interchange such language with 
eman, I can only say, he is mistaken. | 
ww whom I represent, and | know that my con- 
would never justify me in following any 

" me mber, to the lowest de »pths ibn 


\lr. STANLY, (in his seat.) Mr. Giddings’s 


sot 
cl. 


Vr. GIDDINGS. To the lowest tdepths of ribald- 
is unbecoming any member of this 
jouse, and T appealto the menibers of this body if 
ieyever knew me to assail a man at any time, or 

wy place, until J} myself was first assailed. 

d let me say, looking that gentleman and every 

er of this House in the fi face, that I have never 

lty of such an outrage. upon the di: enity of 
ody, as he has perpetrated on the present occa- 
. The gentleman had better use such language 
ly to those who crouch and shrink and tremble 
his frown. It may do well on the plantation, 

t it is unbecoming towards freemen. It’ is 

suited to this Hall. Degradation itself would 

h,and the man who would do it must have 
ken so low, that he would become giddy were 
elevated to the level of total depravity. 

There are slaveholders in this House—and | 

pleasure in saying it—-with whom wy rela- 
ms now are, and ever have been, those of gen- 
uanly deportment and mutual interchange of 
ect, and nothing else; and while slaveholders 
demean-themselves us gentlemen, no one of 
1 will ever be assailed by me. 

But the gentleman says I charge Northern men 
vith being dough-faces. Well, sir, he takesit upon 
umself to be the representative of all the dough- 

es of the North to-day. Hespeaksfor t hem—he 

mes here as theiragent and attorney, and assails 

And how does he do it? Why he says I 
moutoforder. Mr. S$ Speaker, (the presiding offi- 
erof this House [Mr. Boyp] being in the chair,) 

1 yourself made the question as to the order of 

ate upon this resolution. I believe (alluding 

Mr. Jones, of Te: ynessee, who was then in the 
1ur,) you called me to order, and that gentle- 
ian, (Mr. Boyp,] a slaveholder, a man whom I 
spect and honor, declared thatI wasin order; 


ere 


Sir, it 


ef ul 


is 


‘nd an appeal taken from that decision was laid 


pon this table; and now-this gentleman from 
Carolina (Mr. Sranty] insists that it 
all ga out to the country that I was out of order, 
vhen ‘the Speaker of the House expressly decided 
iat | was in order. Now, I heard that gentieman 
Mr. Sranty] once tell an anecdote upon this 
" ry about a be , who whirled himself about so 
idly that the hind part of his breeches got on 
e fore side, (laughter;) but the gentleman changes 
positian much more rapidly, for the purpose 
suling me, and making a personal altercation 
‘ween him and myself; pronouncing the Speaker 
‘of order, pronouncing the House out of order, 
d the rules themselves out of order; aut that in 
ussing these resolutions I was out of order. 
The gentleman says I speak of Northern men 
dough faces. W 1y, the terr " dough-faces has. 
come honorable among some of those associated 
it him. He calls me an Abolitionist; I call 
ma slaveholder. 
\t the North we have two classes—dough- 
ces and free-soilers. I acknowledge the name 
hey give me—there is not much in a name—and 
permit them to use it; and I give to them the 
y cognomen, known in the English language, 
it befits their position. 
Mr. STANLY. How 
ft of my time ? 
“The SPEAKER. 


' 


many minutes have I 


Seventeen minutes, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. GIDDINGS,. The gentleman says that | 
was at Norristown. Where was he when I was 
at Norristown? Where was the House when I 
was at Norristown? Why, drinking their grog. 
{[Laughter.] I was among the people of the 
Union, endeavoring to impress upon them great 
and important principles—which, at least, [ be- 
leved to be so. And where was that gentleman ? 
Look at your Journals and you will find the ven- 
tleman- Was at home, or somew he re else, or any- 
where else but in this Hall. He was not here. 
There was no business transacted in this House 
during the holidays for two weeks. I took oeca- 
sion then to visit friends, for four days, in other 
portions of the country, and the gentleman stands 
up here and reads me lectures about it. 

Mr. ST. A NL wu I think the fe ntle man has had 
more of my time than [ have had myself, to reply 
to him. Tcannot yield further. : 

Mr. GIDDINGS. One word more. 

Mr. STANLY. 1 will wait a little longer. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Never mind. 

Mr. STANLY. The member from 
Ohio stated in the beginning of his last speech, 
that there was nothing wrong atall in telling a man 
that what he said was false. Now thatis his idea 
of decency and propriety. Hie thinks it is not 
wrong. He is called a liar se often at home, 
he is well known, that he 
matter of course. Llerei 
says that I was put forward to make t is attack 
upon him. It | thought | was so considered by 
anybodv inthe House, ! would resien my seat and 
co home, because | believe that if the whole Whig 
party came forward to attack him, they would 
have picked the meanest man in the House to do 
it. |Laughter.] He has made such a show of 
himself this morning that he has not only diss 
free-soilism, but human nature. 

I hope the reporters will take notes of 
has said, and what | have said, and that they will 
os neitherofus to see them. Ifhe gets them into 
his hands—have mercy upon me! if he serves this 
debate as he has eve rybody. My colleague from 
the Orange district (Mr. Venasie] and the mem- 
ber from Ohio |[Mr. Taytor] got into a contro 

versy with him the other day, and how were they 
represented? His speeches were entirely different 
as spoken and as published. He gets up one day 
and reads a resolution out of the Congressional 
Globe, and says these gentlemen voted so and so 
a year ago, and the next day he has a different set 
of resolutions reported. I charge the reporters to 
see that his felonious hand touch not one word of 
what I have said. Let what has been said appear 
precisely as delivered. 
spoke n and not as made out after he gets home in 
hisroom with someof his colored friends. {Laugh- 
ter.] ‘The honorable member talks of associations 
here. Who ever saw him, except upon this floor, 
with a decent man in Washington city? He re- 
ceives visits from free negroes sometimes. The 
charity he dispenses no man knows. He never 
lets his richt hand know what his left hand does, 
nor his head what is done by either. But he will 
write a nice letter, full of sympathy about chains, 
and oppression, and overseers. He remains with 
his free negro friends when they call 
and thatis the way he spends his extra hours, and 
the reason that he goes home about dinner time. 
The honorable gentleman talked the other day, in 
my absence, that he would like to have a bout 
with me, but this morning he asserts that I have 
been set upon him—that Lam urged to attack him, 
and in his crazy fancy, every one who says a word 
to me, is giving me some hint about his course. 
No such thing. A gentleman mentioned to me 
that he was taking up the whole of my time, and 
that [| had better continue. That was all the in- 
formation given to me. 
relation to the 
from Ohio. 

Where was I at the time of the sitting of the 
Philadelphia Convention ? I have 
up as the standard of general attention here. He 
is the man who arraigns everybody, and therefore 
I come upon him. 1 do not say, that during the 
sessions | have alw ys been in the House. We 
were drinking our grog Christmas week! Where 
was he? In Ph iladelphia, drinking beer in oyster- 
cellars with free negroes. [Laughter.} Who was 
best emploved—those who drank rood liquor m 
the city of Washington, or the honorable membe: 
in his employment in Philadelphia? 1 am rather 


honorable 


where 
thinks itis right, as a 
his idea of decency. Ee 


rraced 


what lhe 


to see him 


course of the honorable member 


Let his remarks appear as | 


| want no information in + 


not set myself 
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a temperance man myself, and do not often drink 
Judge, ye! He was much better employed than 
we were, no doubt, in the company of those where 
to tell a man he isa liar, isan everyday courtesy- 

that it is to bee xpected. (Help him—do! He 
stands in need of it. W hisper into his ear some 


little me poison, good F'ree-Soiler from New 
York, | Mr. Kine. | tle says that [| stated this 
morning that the Speake r was outof order. Have 


The honorable 


1 ] ' 
gets the floor, makes aspeech, 


I said any such thing? member 


aud noe one notices 
bim—nho one raises 


a point oft ord upon him, 


and the Speaker does not interfere He says that 


le arged the Speaker with bei r out of order. 
What relevancy had his speech about slave trade 
inthe Southern States with the printing of joint 


Jersey I ised no such 
oint—not at all. | quit this 
feel as if | had been in adissecting-room cutting 
up a dead dog. nes The House will 
excuse me. | will treat the honorabl 
from Ohio hereafter 
the members 


resolutions from New 


subject in disgust. 


member 
as he ought to be treated by 
of this House—as 


“un insane man, 
who never was taught decency or propriety of 
conduct. Elis associations show him never to 
have mingled amone gentlemen. I hope I sha 


not be again provoked from what ts due to myself 


to descend so low as to notice him 
Mr. HOUSTON. | 
tlon upon the motion to print 
Mr. GIDDINGS. Will the ee 
me one word of explanation 
[Cries of * No! no! We have had enough.""] 
econded., 


niove the previous gute 


Liemanh pernitt 


he call for the previous question wa 
and the main question ordered to be put, 

The question Was then taken, ard the 
to print was agreed to. 


motion 


DEBATE ON THE ANNUAL MESSAGE 
Mr. HOUSTON offered the usual resolution in 
Preside 
Whol 


blank for closing debate upen the 
message in the Committee of the 


state of the Union. 


Upon the 


Mr. H. I have left the time blank, that an hou: 
may be fixed by the House at which it may he 
their pleasure to close the debate in committee. | 
will propose Thursday (to-morrow ) “at two 


o’cloe k. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia We have not 
been in Committee of the Whole upon the Pres 
ident’s message more than three hours this ses 
sion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think we have been in 


committee two or three days. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I[think: 
hours. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that the reso 
— is not debatable. 

‘he SPEAKER. 
of . e House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will not, 
previous question, but will leave the House to fix 
the time at which debate shall be 
committee. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New 
day week. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved to lay tne resoluilo 
upon the table; which motion was a rreed to 

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the rule of the 
Liouse be suspended, and that the House resbly: 
itself into Committee of the Whole upon the state 
of the Union, for the purpose of taking up those 
resolutions on the P reside it 

Mr. GORMAN. I wish, before 


make a report from the Committee on Printing 


ot exceeding three 


That has been the custom 
then, move the 


closed in the 


York. I move this 


$s message. 


that is done, to 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala 
bama has made a privileged motion, which cannot 
be superseded while pending by another prin ileged 


mowuon. 

Mr. GORMAN. 
the gentleman has precedenc¢ 
tiens; but if the Chair will permit me, a rule of the 
House says that the Committee on Printing ca 
report at any time. A privileged question cer- 
tals ily takes pre ‘edence. 

The SPEAKER. The rules : 
majority may at any time suspend the rules and 
itself into the C ominittee of the Whole 
and each being, 
mbeut of the 


I understand the motion of 


to certain other 1 mo 


way, ASO, that a 


resolve 
House upon the state of the | 
in the opinion of the present ine 
chair, [Mr. Jongs,} of the same character, the first 
made must be the first put. If the chairman of 
the Committee on Printing had first made his ni 

tion. of course he would have had the precedence 


Tnion; 
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of the motion to go into committee. The motion 
to resolve the House into the Committee of the 
Whole upon the state of the Union being always 
a special one, provided for by the rules, in the 
opinion of the Chair takes precedence of any 
other privileged motion. 

Mr. GORMAN. I will then ask the gentleman 
from Alabama to withdraw his motion. The re- 
port will not take more than three minutes to be 
considered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam perfectly willing that 
my motion shall remain in abeyance until his is 
acted upon, if it will not occupy much time. 

There was no objection. 

FEES OF CLERKS, MARSHALS, AND ATTOR- 


NEYS, 
Mr.GORMAN. The Committee on Printing 
report the following resolution relative to printing 
the report of the Committee on the Judiciary: 


“ Resolved, That five thousand extra copies of the report of 


the Judiciary Committee in regard to the fees of clerks, 
marshals, aud attorneys in the district courts of the United 
States, be printed for the use of the House of Representa 
tives.” 

Mr..G. said: After examining the matter, I 
will state to the House, that this report speaks 
of the difficulties and complexities of this subject 
under our existing law. It traces the history of 
legislation in regard to this subject, since the or- 
ganization of the Government. It points out the 
abuses which have grown up under the present 
system in the way of taxes and costs, and shows 
the enormous and unprecedented increase of the 
expenditures. There 1s accompanying ita tabular 
statement, and the letter of the First Comptroller, 
giving some specific charges and abuses in the 
courts of the United States in regard to this ques- 
tion, of rather extraordinary importance to the 
country. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move to 
amend, by adding five thousand copies of the 
report of the Clerk to this House, upon the con- 
tingent expenses of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the motion of the gentleman from Georgia is 
not in order, being upon a different subject; and 
the motion for the prinung of an extra number of 
copies would have to go to the Committee on 
Printing. 

The question was then taken, and the resolu- 
tion was agreed to. 

Mr. GORMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted, and to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 

DR. OWEN'S GEOLOGICAL REPORT. 

Mr. GORMAN. I haveanother report, which 
will not keep the attention of the House long, 
and which it is indispensably necessary should be 
passed immediately. It is a resolution upon the 
subject of printing the report of the United States 
Geologist, which has been passed upon a long 
time in the Senate. We have not acted upon it, 
and they cannot print it until we do act upon it. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of this House 
three thousand five hundred —— of the final report of Dr. 
D. D. Owen on the geology of Wisconsin, Lowa, and Min- 
nesma; and that such be executed in the same fonn and 
style and under the same special contract which has been 
authorized by the Senate to be entered into by the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, and that five hun- 
dred copies be set apart for the disposal of said office. 

The whole of this matter is under the control of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office of 
the United States, and it requires a resolution to 
provide for the amount to be printed. 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. HIBBARD, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Stephen Hoyt 
be withdrawn from the files of the House, and referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. OLDS. 1 wish to make an inquiry of the 
Chair. ‘Thegentieman from Alabama [Mr. Hovs- 
TON] moves to suspend the rules, for the purpose 
of going into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. I wish to inquire of the Chair, 
when we get into Committee of the W hole whether 
we will not be compelled to take up the special 
order? 

Mr. HOUSTON. That portion of my motion 
was merely an indication to the House— 

Mr. OLDS. I ask the Chair, if we will not be 
compelled to take up the special order ? 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The SPEAKER. That will be a question for | 


| by the order of the House. 


the committee to decide. 


Mr. ABERCROMBIE, by unanimous consent 
of the House, presented a joint memorial from 
the Legislature of Alabama to Congress, asking 
an appropriation of lands to complete the geologi- 
cal survey of the State; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Hovs- 
TON’s motion, and it was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Oxps in the chair.) 


BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS-——FEES OF LAND 
OFFICERS. 

The CHAIRMAN. The first business before 
the committee, in the opinion of the Chair, is the 
special order of the House, being the joint reso- 
lution No. 1 of the House, making land warrants 
assignable. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Dunuam] would have been entitled to his hour, 
when this resolution came up the other day, and 


he has that privilege now, in the opinion of the | 


Chair. 

Mr. GORMAN. I havea motion to suggest. 
I understand that there has been referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, a joint resolution with regard to the public 


printing. That resolution being reported to the | 


House, under a rule of privilege,or what may be 
termed a privileged question, | suppose it cannot 
be divested of that privilege by being referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. lapprehend that notwithstanding there 
may be a special order for the day, that question 
comes up in despite of the special order. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair supposes the 
committee having been in session upon the special 
order of the House, being not only the Senate 
bill, but the joint resolution of the House, that that 
special order is not yet completed, and this ques- 
tion of printing cannot supersede the special 
order. 

Mr. GORMAN. I will suggest to the Chair 
the reason that this question of land warrants was 
taken up was, because I never made a question. 
I have been informed that the decisions of the 
Chair had been uniform, where these questions 
had been put, and it had been decided that the 
question of privilege was not divested of its right 
by being referred to the committee. | have not 
made the question.before, and consequently it was 


not necessary to decide it, and asa matter of course | 


the bounty land question came up. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must remind 
the gentleman from Indiana, |Mr. Gorman,] that 
the question is not debatable. Does the gentle- 
man desire to take an appeal from the decision of 
the Chair? 

Mr. GORMAN. 
that 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the special order of the House, not being finished 
yet, and upon which the committee were still en- 
gaged at its last sitting, has a preference over any 
other business of the committee. 

Mr. GORMAN. I understood that we had 
disposed of it. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
referred jointly. 

Mr. GORMAN. 
the Chair. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If I understand 
the point of order made by the gentleman from 
Indiana, it is this: that because the Committee on 
Printing have a right to report at any time 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is the appeal debatable? 

Mr. JONES. I am not debating it. I merely 
wish to know, if I understand the question. The 
point the gentleman from Indiana makes is, if I 
understand him rightly, that because the Commit- 
tee on Printing have the right, under the rules, to 


Does the Chair decide 


There were two matters 


I appeal from the decision of 


report at any ume, their report should take prece- | 


dence of all other business, even of special orders 
in Committee of the Whole. It loses all its priv- 
ilege when it gets into the House. 
he question was then taken upon the appeal, 
and the decision of the Chair was sustained. 
Mr. GORMAN. I move to lay the bounty 
land bill aside. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair supposes the 


committee have no power to lay aside the special | 


ee 
orders of the House. The committee js tied Ai 
ra 


“Mr. FITCH. This bill may be laid asid 
’ ane, to 


| be reported to the House with a recommenda; 
Nation 


that it be laid upon the table. 
The CHAIRMAN. That motion wo 


ild be in 


| order, if the gentleman from Indiana, {Mr. Dy 
' HAM,| who is entitled to the floor, waives his . 


roh 
right 


to his hour. 
Mr. DUNHAM. 1 do not wish to take yp y 
time of the House, and I will waive my right ™ 
Mr. FITCH. I move, then, that ihe res), 
tion be laid aside, to be reported to the eon 
with a recommendation that it be laid upon - 
table. si 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Is no; th 
resolution, however, open for amendment? r 
The CHAIRMAN. Certainly it is. 
Mr. MARSHALL. The committee wil! peo. 
lect that many of us were 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is closed, }, 
amendments will be in order under the five mip. 
utes rule. 


Mr. MARSHALL. What is the motion 


how 


| before the committee? 


The CHAIRMAN. It is that the resolutioy 
be laid aside and reported to the House wit) , 
recommendation that it be laid upon the table. 


Mr. MARSHALL. I have an amendmey;; 


lo 


| offer before that motion is taken, and I desiop 


offering it now. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I barely wis) 
to state, that there are a number of gentleinen upop 
this floor who wish to extend the provisions of 
the existing bounty act to individuals not ep. 
braced m the present bill. As I urged upon thy 
committee the other day, that we should pass the 
bill we had then before the House and take 
this bill, I new wish to notify the House, that qi 
of us who are in favor of extending the bounn 
land act, should not agree to the motion made by 
the gentleman upon my left [Mr. Fircu,] but we 


| should take up this bill and go through with it. 


The CHAIRMAN. The resolution wil! be 
read through by sections. The first section of ihe 
joint resolution of the House will be now read, 


‘and the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Man- 
SHALL} can make his amendment. 


Section Ist was then read, as follows : 
Be it enacted, &c., That nothing in the act approved Sep 
tember twenty-eighth. eighteen handred and fifty, “ 


grant 


| ing bounty land to certain officers and soldiers who have 
| been engaged in the military service of the United States,’ 
| shall be so construed as to prevent the sale and transfer of 


any certificate or warrant issued by virtire of said act, prior 
to the location of the same, or the issue of the patent 


| thereon. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. We have al- 


'ready acted upon that subject, and I therefore 
, move to strike out the first section. 


The motion was agreed to. So the first section 


was stricken out. 
The Clerk then read the 2d section, as follows: 
Sec. 2. 4nd be it further resolved, That the registers 
and receivers of the Untted States land offices shall her 
after be severally authorized to charge and receive for their 
services, in locating bounty land warrants, the same rate ol 
compensation or percentage to whieh they are entitled by 


' law for sales of the public lands for cash, at the rate of one 


dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, the said compensa 
tion to be hereafter paid by the assignees or holders of such 
warrants, in all cases where the same have been transferred 
by the soldier or his legal or personal representative, under 
the provisions of the act of Congress, and the regulations 0 
the General Land Office on that subject, and to be paid out 
of the Treasury of the United States, upon the adjustment 
of the accounts of such officers, where it shall be shows, 
the satisfaction of the General Land Office, that the same 


+ was located by the soldier or warrantee, or in ease of his 


death by his next of kin, as provided by the acts of Con- 
gress aforesaid. 


Mr. GAYLORD moved to strike out the 2d 
section. 

Mr. CABELL. I desire to amend that section 
before the question is taken on striking out. 


move to strike out all after the word “ warrants” 
| m the 9th line, as follows: 


‘In all eases where the same have been transferred by 
the soldier or his legal or personal representative, under the 


| provisions of the acts of Congress, and the regulations of 


the General Land Office on that subject, and to be paid out 
of the Treasury of the United States, upon the adju-tment 
of the accounts of such officers, where it shall be shows 
to the satisfaction of the General Land Office that the same 
was located by the soldier or warrantee, or in case of his 
death by his next of kin, as provided by the acts of Con- 
gress aforesaid.” ’ 


Mr. C. continued. When this question was 


last before the House, this whole subject of the 
' payment of registers and receivers was very fully 
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veyssed. The conclusion at which I then arrived 
a ihe temper and feeling of the House, was, 
i u there Was nO possibility of inducing the mem- 
c his House to pay anything out of the 
Treasury of the United States to these registers 
receivers. But it seems to me, that the sense 
. iystice of every member on this floor must 
ed him to the conclusion, that the men who ren- 
ier this service for the holders of these warrants, 
sould be remunerated in some way. I propose, 
therefore, to strike out all that part of the section 
which relates to the past, and requires payment 
py the Government for the future, so as to leave 
the payment to be made by the holders of the war- 
ants to the registers and receivers, This I would 
_gvest as a compromise between the two parties 
bis House—those who are opposed to any com- 
sysauion, and those who are only opposed to 
smpensation for past services. — 

j am satisfied that much injustice may be done 
« the registers and receivers in past ume, but I 
am in favor of doing justice as far as Lean, I 
have come to the conclusion, that it is utterly im- 
osgible to induce the House to pay out of the 
Treasury of the United States for these past ser- 
vices; and therefore [ am for making provision 
fr payment in future. 

1 thnk that the holders of these warrants, as 
well as the assignees, ought to be made to pay 
‘nis, and will be willing to do it. 

‘| represent a large number of holders of bounty 

| warrants, and the argument that it is wrong 
that the soldier should be called on to pay one 
jollar for one hundred and sixty acres of land, 
does not carry with it any force with me. I am 
satisfied that my constituents—the present holders 
of these Warrants as well as the assignees—are 
perfectly willing to pay the men who do this ser- 


hers of t 





vice. 
Now, [appeal to gentlemen who think some- 
thing ought to be done for the registers and re- 
ceivers, that they will meet on this common ground, 
and gay, that in future the holders of the warrants 


to this amendment, and 






Mr. SACKETT. It will be just half the com- 
peusation. 

| have no disposition to discuss this question 
further. lt was amply debated when the bill from 
the Senate was before the House. If it is the de- 
sire of the House to reduce the compensation of 
these officers one half, this amendment will ac- 
complish that object, and preserve a uniform rate 
of compensation. 

Mr, STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
to 


lam opposed 
every amendment 


| having for its object the allowance of compensation 
| to these receivers and registers for duties connected 


' transmitting 
| posed to giving them anything. 


with these bounty land warrants. But 1 would 
ask the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Sack- 
ETT,] upon what principle he would make this 
compensation a percentage? It requires the same 
labor to register a forty acre warrant as it does to 
register an eighty or one hundred and sixty acre 
warrant. If any compensation at all should be 
given them for these services, it seems to me that 
ut ought to be upon the principle reporied by the 


select committee, and that is to allow them a fixed | 


compensation for locating a bounty land warrant, 
whether for forty or one hundred and sixty acres. 
If, therefore, gentlemen intend to vay them any- 
thing at all, the proper way would be to allow 
them fifty cents for each werrant. There is just 
as much trouble in locating a small warrant as a 
large one, and there is no reason for a percentage 
in this case. Where the lands are purchased, the 
percentage is allowed for the trouble and expense 
of receiving the money and taking care of it, and 
it to the Government. But | am op- 
These officers 
now have a salary of $500. What other duties 
have they to perform but to be there from day to 
day, and from morning till night, if you please, in 
the discharge of the duties incumbent on them as 
registers and receivers? It is for that they receive 
their saiaries of $500? Why give them additional 


| compensation? ‘The original percentage was al- 


shall pay the amount here specified to the registers | 


and receivers. A very large portion of these war- 
rants have yet to be issued, and so far as any 
mere party question is concerned, I will say to the 
Democratic gentlemen who are so confident that at 
the next election they will succeed in removing 
the Whig incumbents from office, that they will 
ret the benefit of this provision, because we know, 
from the number of warrants to be issued, it will 
be utterly impossible that half of them can be lo- 
cated within the next twelve months. There will 
be equal and just compensation to all the parties 

erned, and I trust the House will adopt the 
amendment. 

The question was then taken on theamendment, 
and it was agreed to. 

Thequestion recurring upon the motion to strike 
out the second section, 

Mr. SACKETT moved further to amend the 
fection proposed to. be stricken out, by striking 
out all after the word ‘‘warrants,”’ in the fourth 
line, to and including the word “ acre,’’ in the sev- 
enth line, as follows: 

“The same rate of compensation or percentage to which 
they are entitled by law for sales of the public lands for 
cash, at the rate of $1 25 per acre.” 

And insert in lieu thereof the following: 

“As follows: for warrants of forty acres, fifty cents; for 

Warrants of eighty acres, one dollar; and for warrants of 
one hundred and sixty acres, two dollars.” 
_ Mr. 8. said: The effect of that amendment will 
ve to fix a specific compensation for these registers 
and receivers, and to make it just half the present 
rate, or half per cent. each. 

lhis subject was pretty fully discussed when 
the bill from the Senate, of a similar character to 
‘is, was before the House the other day. I am 
satisfied the House does not intend to pass a pro- 
Ysion giving to the registers and receivers the 
tme compensation for locating these warrants 
‘hat is allowed them for the location of purchased 
nds, for the reason that these warrants are gen- 
erally brought to the offices in parcels, and the 
bor of locating them is therefore not so great as 
s the labor of locating purchased lands. If I un- 
destand the general law—and I believe I do—the 
compensation proposed by this amendment will be 
one half the present compensation.  - 

Mr. DUNHAM here interposed a remark, but 
2 such a low voice as to be entirely inaudible to 
€ reporter, 


| (Mr. Gaytorp] moves tostrike out the 2d section. 


'| that section by striking out what was read, and in- | 


lowed, because they had to take care of the public 
money, and not for the performance of these du- 
ties. lam, therefore, in favor of striking out the 
whole section. 


Mr. GAYLORD. I wishto modify my amend- 


ment so as to strike out the 2d section and in- 
sert the 2d section of the bill reorted by the 
select committee. 


The CHAIRMAN. 
Mr. DUNHAM. 


tion of the amendments? 
The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ohio 


The gentleman from New York moves to amend 


serting a provision to reduce the compensation 
one half. 

Mr. DUNHAM. 
to amend the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, 
by adding ‘‘and insert the 2d section of the bill 
reported by the select committee?” 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion will be in 
order. Itis, however, in order, in the first place, 
to move to amend the section proposed to be 
stricken out. Such a motion is pending, and it is 
now in order to move to amend that portion pro- 
posed to be stricken out by the gentleman from 
New York. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. Is it notin order 
for the gentleman from Ohio to modify his own 
motion? The gentleman from Ohio, if | under- 
stand it rightly, moved to strike out the 2d section; 


| he now proposes to modify his motion so as to 
| strike out and insert. 


The CHAIRMAN. That would be in order. 

Mr. HARRIS. Well, that is precisely what I 
understarid the gentleman from Ohio proposes to 
do. 

Mr. GAYLORD then modified his motion to 


| strike out the 2d section of the joint resolution of 


It is notin order at this | 
| time, as there is an amendment pending. 
W hat is the precise posi- | 


Is it in order now to move 


SEOs GLOBE. 


the House, and to insert the 2d section of the bill 


reported by the select committee, as follows : 
“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and af- 


ter the passage of this act. the registers and receivers of 


the United States land offices shall each be entitled to 
receive fifty cents for his services in locating each bounty 
land warrant by him located, to be paid by the person or 
persons locating the same; but this act shail not be 80 con- 
strued as to allow any register or receiver to receive any 
greater maximuiy of salary and fees than by law he is now 
entitled.”’ 


The CHAIRMAN. 





That question will not be | 
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taken, however, until the ameadment of the gen- 
tleman from New York is disposed of. 

Mr. HARRIS. To be sure not, but when that 
amendment is disposed of, the pending question 
will be on the motion to strike out and insert, if 
the gentleman is allowed to make the modification. 

Mr. STUART. 1 propose to amend the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York, so as 
to give these officers two per cent. each, instead of 
one per cent. for both. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I desire, if it is in order, to 
move to amend the amendment of the gentdeman 
from Ohio, which is to strike out the 2d section, 
by inserting the 2d section of the bill reported by 
the select committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is the motion of the 
gentieman from Ohio; he has modified his amend- 
ment, 

Mr. STUART. I have some solicitude upon 
this subject, but I confess | have also my misyiv- 
ings as to my own ability, or as to the ability of 
anybody, to arrest the attention of this committee 
so as to induce them to act deliberately upon this 
question. But still I ask the indulgence of the 
committee, while I submit a few remarks. 

I wish to call attention to the fact, that on the 
last day when this question was discussed her 
every single member that rose and opposed amend- 
ments to the former bill, declared his willing: 
to pay these registers and receivers. 

Cries of **Oh! no!’’] 

Mr. STUART. Yes. I have the record, and 
I say thaton that day every man who opposed 
amendments to the bill then pet ding, indicated a 
willingness to pay these officers, but insisted that 
it was out of place; that we should first pass the 
first section of the bill making the land warrants 
assignable, and then make provision for the com 
pensation of registers and receivers afterwards 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I was one of 
those who opposed that bill, and yet [ certainly 
did not express myself as in favor of this com- 
pensation to registers and receivers. 

Mr. STUART. The gentleman did not under- 
stand me. I did not say that every gentleman who 
had spoken in opposition to the bill had expressed 
himself in favor of paying these registers and 
receivers, but every gentleman who expressed any 
opinion upon the subject; and, so far as my recol- 
lection goes, such was the fact. There were sev- 
eral gentlemen who spoke on the bill who did not 
express any opinion, one way or the other, in re- 
lation to the matter. 

I now wish to direct the attention of the House 
to the propriety of paying these men. I desire to 
say, in answer to the argument of the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Srepuens,] that argument 
would be just as good against paying a receiver us 
register for any other business. ‘They had $500 
salary for entering these lands, payable in money, 
and they have it now. But Congress has inter 
posed and made land warrants receivable, the reby 
taking away a great deal of their pay, and redu- 
cing it to a mere pittance in most instances, be 
cause, in a large majority of cases, the receipts 
of the land office would not amount to $500, ex- 
clusive of clerk hire. Now, isit fair for Congress 
to interpose and make an article receivable out of 
which they received their pay, and then refuse to 
compensate them for their loss? Is there any 
principle in it? 1s there any reason in it? I think 
not. If this principle be a true one, you may go 
further, and make nothing but land warrants re- 
ceivable, thereby reducing their compensation, in 
all cases, to the $500 a salary merely, which 
would leave them bankrupt. 

It was saidvhere, the other day, that a man might 
hold a land office and attend to it at his conve- 
nience, or that in addition to it he might be a mer- 


eng 


‘chant, or practice law, or attend to his farm, or 


anything else. But who can tell when a man will 
come to enter land? I say the land officer must be 
at his office all the time; and if you desire to have 
responsible and competent officers, you must pay 
them. The essence of the matter is this: you have 
interposed by law to make an article receivable for 
land which was not receivable before, thereby ta- 
king from your land officers their just compensa- 
tion by altering the basis of their percentages, ard 
you now refuse to pay them. 

Now, it is said, let the holders of the warrants 
pay forthem. That is all right when the warrant 
1as been assigned; but while it is still in the hands 
of the soldier, he should not be compelled to pay 








for it, because, if you insist upon that, his bounty | | (Mr. STEPHENS. | 


if a mere pittance, not worth receiving. Now, in 
my humble opinion—and I speak it with defer- 
ought to step in and do what is but a 
mere act of justice to the se officers. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I stated, the other day, that 
I should not say another word in reference to this 


ence—we 


ibject, but I wish the House to have correct in- | 


formation as to the amount of clerk hire required 
in these’oftices. I hold in my hand a list of all 
the land offices in the country. Now, in order 
that the committee may have a correct idea of the 
nount of the clerk hire required, it is necessary 
to show an account of the warrants which are en- 
tered. tf will call their attention o o~ fact. I 
iave but cast my eye over the list, but I will ven- 
ire to say that not one third— mas not one quar- 
ter of the land offices in the United States have, 
for the whole time since Mexican warrants were 
iirst iss sued, located five hundred warrants a year 
Now, if this is true, where is the ne f 
extra compensation for clerk hire? 
tated the other day, by a letter received from a 
rentleman in Iowa, it was shown that three clerks 
could enter one thousand warrants in two weeks, 
and they could enter five hundred warrants in one 
week. Yet, with these facts staring them in the 
face, gentlemen get up and tell this committee that 
this compensation is absolutely necessary in order 
to pay tor clerk hire y ‘ 
I desire to make one further remark, and it 1 
In two thirds of the land offices in the United 
they do not begin to enter land enough, if 


’ 


‘essity 


Now, as was 


States 


we adopt the present rate of percentage, to pay the | 


$500 salary which is paid to the officers. And ] 
again say, what I said the other day, I believe, 
and if 1 did not, I will say it now, that in se veral 
of these offices, for a whole quarter, not a single 
warrant has been located. 
| have one other remark. I say to those gen- 
tlemen who have control of these public lands, 
that I think they are neglecting their duty, if they 


do not, during this Congress, bring forward a bill 


to consolidate and abolish many of the land offices 


now existing, where we are not receiving money 


enough to pay the actual salary which we are 

ompelled to pay the registers and receivers. 

Mr. ORR. 1 desire to ask the gentleman if he 
has received information from at ly source, that a 

ngle officer has resigned his office in ¢ consequenc e 
of the increase of labor from land w arrants meing 
made receivable? And if he has ever heard « 
any difficulty in finding other officers Pap airdeg 
tent if such resignations have taken place? 


Mr. DUNHAM. I answered the 


crentleman’s 


interrogatory the other day, in reply, [ believe, to | 


a question asked by my colleague » (Mr. Fircu. 

| said that, when the Administration chan: ged, 

do not know of a single man who was willing to 
ro out of office. And when removals were made, 
I do not know of a single office in my county 
where there was not at least a ** corporal’s 
cuard’’ of applicants for the place; and that, too, 
it a time when the bounty land law was in full 
peration. I know of many cases where the offi- 
‘ers could not make $500 a year out of the office. 

Mr. CLARK. I wish further to answer the 
q! ” stion a gy by the gentleman from South 
Catolina, [Mr. Orr.] I wish to say that they did 
not resign because they expec ted pay 

The CHAIRMAN. 
in order. 

The question was then 
anr’s amendment to t! 

it agreed to. 

Che question then 
mendment, 

Mr. FITCH. I think the amendment of the 
rentleman from New York is to reduce the com- 
ensation one half. Am [ right? 

Mr. SACKETT. That is my amendment. 

FITCH. Iam willing to make 
mise in this matter, Not that I believe that will 
be doing justice to these officers, but for the sake 
of making a compromise, | move to amend the 
cea by preven for the payment of « 
lollar fer each and e very warrant located. 

s | remarked, this is not doing justice to these 


No further discus$ion is 


Mr. Srv- 


and it was 


taken upon 


ic amendment; 


recurred upon My. Sackerr’s 


a compro- 
‘ pro 





» for Congress by making these warrants 

aie have nearly qui adrupled the labor of 
these officers over that of entering these lands for 
cash. I desire to call the attention of gentlemen 
a ‘ound me to some of their own remarks, and 


tic ularly that of the rentleman from Georgia, 


of this | 


| materially lessen, until a 
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As I understood that gentle- 
man, he speaks of the $500 being given these offi- 
cers as salary, and of the percentage, as being 
only designed to pay for traveling expenses, and 
for a gui ardianship over the money. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 1 did not say that was the 
only reason for the percentage, but as one reason. 

Mr. ware. Very well; as one of the reasons. 
But the register control or guardianship 
over the money after it 1s prime wily paid. And it 
will be found that that officer receives no other 
compensation tn the shape of insurance upon this 
money for transporting it to the Land Offic e, or to 
the place where he is directed by law to des posit 
it. The gentlema un from Michig ran, (Mr. Stu ART | 
who preceded me, very properly « valled the atten- 
tion of the committee to the prote ssion, whic h was 
so liberally made a few days since, of willingness 
to pay the se officers ya just compensation. I spoke 
the n of ‘ these professions as mere subte rfuges; and 
the debate which has occurred to-day, together 
with the voting upon the various propositions which 
have been before the committee, will show that I 
was correct In my statement. If there was a dis- 
position manifested upon that oecasion to compen- 
sate these officers justly and properly for their 
labor, that disposition will be manifested now by 
a refusal to do so. 

I have heard this service compared - that of ¢ 
I did not hear this in debate, but I have 
heard it in conversation; and if I mistake not, my 
colleague, [Mr. Dunuam,] the chairman of the 
select committee who reported this bill, has made 
use of that comparison. Now, forthe sake of the 
thing, let us take it uponthisground. Let us sup- 
pose that a laborer under certain considerations 1s 
to receive a certain salary or percentage for a 
service to be performed, and Jet us suppose that 
afterwards the character of that service should be 
changed so as to not only increase the labor, but 
to diminish the compensation which he had 
right to expect. Is it not fair to compensate that 
man for his services? Is it not unfair to refuse to 
make that payment for his services? It has been 
asked, and the question has been repeated here as 
if it were pertinent to the subject—** Have any of 
these officers resigned???’ The gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Orr] asked if any of these 
officers have resigned for want of sufficient com- 
pensation? I will remark, that if these resigna- 
tions have not taken place, it has been because the 
original bounty land law made provision for some- 
thing in the s aes of ene? for locating 
these lar ifty cents each, if | mistake not. 
After this a vas changed, ha se officers would 


he is ho 


laborer. 


hold on month after month with the hope that the 


location of warrants at these particular offices 
would notincrease,an ae tthecash sales would not 
last they find themselves 
creditors to the ieee to large amounts in 
their estimation, and they determine to hold on to 
their offices until the Government had dischareed 
the debt. , 

My colleague [Mr. Dvunnam] said that in 
ofiices there are no lands entered by 
rants. This, surely, is no 
pensating officers where lands 
this bill 


some 
these war- 
reason for not com- 
have been entered, 
operate upon such 
The Government will pay those officers 
nothing, whether the cash sales have been more 
or less; whether the percentage amounts to $500, 


because does not 


offices. 


or less than 
it matters not. 

Mr.DUNHAM. My colleague did not under- 
stand me, or [ did not make myself clear in my 
remark. The force I gave to the remark was, 
that but few warrants were located at those offices, 
and consequently small cash sales, and that $500 
salary would pay for the extra labor of locating 
these warrants. ’ 

{Here t the hammier fell.) 

Mr. BISSELL. Is it in 
amendment at this time? 

Me CHAIRMAN. Any gentlemen has the 

rit to oppose the amendment. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I wish to oppose 
the amendment of the ees from Indiana, 
and simply upon this ground: l understand 
correctly his mode of reasoning, it is, that because 
the Government has in iposed additional services 
upon these is bound » make them 
addition: il cempensation. Now, if he is correct, 
why would not the rule apply with equal! force to 
collectors of revenue—say, for instance, at 


order to move an 


rec elvers, it 


our 


sufficient to pay their annual salary, 


, man from Florida, (Mr . Caner. 





: Feb. i}. 1s 


U 


the port of New-York, where there has beey 

additional amount of revenue collecte: 1? Ww 
would it not apply to the officers of the Arn Pod 
Navy, if by any unforeseen contingey 
tional services should be imposed upon they 

Mr. FITCH. 1 would ask if the officers 
Army and Navy receive a percentage as » part 
their salary? ‘Their compensation is fixed. 
no percentage is allowed them. 

Mr. FULLER. So I understand; and go | 
derstand the salary of the receivers is a fixed 
and upon the most ordinary principles of 
between man and man, wie a man em; 
laborer for a specified price, and impos: 
tional services upon him, beyond those stip 
in the,contract to be performed, he is at liber: 
say itis a departure from the contract. ard | ; 
no longer labor for this con:pensation, 

The question was then taken on th 
ment offered by Mr. Frrew: and it was not 
to. 

Mr. BISSELL. I send up an amend 

The CHAIRMAN. Is it an amendmen : 
part proposed to be stricken out? 

Mr. BISSELL. I am not quite certain , 
understand the condition of the matter as 
stands. TL offer it as an addition to the sect; 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair suppos 
not inorder, as the amendment now under 
eration is to strike out a portion of the seetio 
to insert. It will be in order after the quest; 
taken on the pending amendment. 

The question was then taken on the amend 
offered by Mr. Sackxerr; and it was dis 

Mr. BISSELL. | now propose the amend 
which I send to the table, as an addition 
2d section. 

The amendment was read, as follow 





Y add 








any 





And be it enacted, That registers and receive 
in or out of office at the passage of this act, or 
represe ntatives in case of death, shall be entitled tor 
from the Treasury of the United States, for services h 
tore performed in locating military bounty land war 
the same rate of compensation provided in th 
section for services hereafter to be performed, atter « 
ing the amount already received by such officers under! 
act entitled *‘An act to require the holders of military 
‘warrants to compevsate the land officers of the | 
‘ States for services in relation to the location of those 
‘rants,’ approved May seventeenth, eighteen hund: 
forty-eight: Provided, That no register or receiver» 
receive any compensation out of the ‘I'reasury for | 
services, who has charged and received illegal ive 
location of such warrants: 2nd provided further, That o 
register or receiver shall receive for his services duri 
vear a greater compensation than the maximum no\ 
lowed by law. 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman pr 
y0Se it as an additional section to the bill? 
Mr. BISSELL. [| propose it as an add 
the 2d section. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair then suge 


| that the phraseology be altered, as it refers \ 


preceding section, and there is no posculies 
tion, the first section having been struck ou 
Mr. BISSELL. The amendment can be s0: 
tered. Lunderstand, by a vote of this commutie 
this morning, upon an amendment proposed 
the gentleman from Florida, (Mr. Casett, 
it is the deliberate sense of this House, that 
ters and receivers ought to be paid for thet s 
vices in locating military bounty land werre 
and I coneur in that sentiment most fully. 1 
committee has decided now, as 1 understand, U 
hereafter registers and receivers shall be ) 
such services. Am I right? I did not pay 
ticular attention to the early proceedings 1 ! 


|| committee, but I suppose such was the res 


the vote taken upon the amendment of thi 


Howeve 
may be, I trust that the Coiniatitiee will so d 
and that it will also decide that it is equally 
that they should be compe “sated for the s 
which they have already performed. a 
listened to all that ‘has been urged in this 
mittee to-day, and heretofore, in oppositi 
proposition to allow registers aud receiver: 
sensation for locating these warrants, and I} 
istened in vain for anything that answers f ra 
argument. It has been said that five liunere 
dollars is a sufficient compensation to these m 
for all their services. If that be so—and I 1 
stand that to be the argument of the ge le 
from Georgia, (Mr. Srepuryxs}—I should | ce 
know why that gentleman, before this time, 2 
not introduced a Pill iuto this House to reduce 
salaries of registers and receivers ; for does 


| 
























































































18 bee; ‘ow that by the law, as the law now st site, 
W "ve and receivers may, and some of them do, 
Army a oh ak hich as three thousand dollars? That 
ency add . the fact, and the opinion of the gentleman 
they svat fve hundred dollars is ample compen- 


ICORS _why has he never moved to reduce and 
it e these salaries? 
fixe, \ ein: it has been said that land officers specu- 
° t id warrants, and by that means make 
nd so | - outside of the fees they receive as officers. 
t fixes nv + hi a charge easily made, but against how 
of ofthe officers is it true? Gentlemen get up, 
Inploy » -oelaim to this House that these land officers 
oses 4 vote i land warrants illegally, and make for- | 
tip : ad thereby. I cannot answer such an argu- 
t liberty . | know land officers who have done no 
utd I y shine, and Ido not know of one who has. | 
not pretend to deny that land officers have 
such things. 
\oain, it is St aid that all the warrants located at 
articular office in one year, might be located 
dm ‘hree weeks by the aid of three clerk: s, and it is 
served from that, by the gentlemen pressing this 
nent, that the registers and receivers ought 
unt ped for only three weeks’ services. Why, 
t nat may be true—though they would have 
‘he extraording ury clerks to perform that amount 
OSES | shor In SO short a time—yet is it not known 
der cy ‘these land warrants come to the land of- 
“t s, day by day, scatte red along, upon one day 
ue one, upon another two, and upon another five, 
d that registers and receivers know not when 
nen eyarecoming? They have to be at their offices 
sreed | the time, lest when a man comes twenty, thir- 
lend ‘y, or fifty miles with his land warrant, he cannot 
on to the office. The offices have to be kept 
sen, aud the officers or their clerks must be there 
mes, and should be paid for their services 
ordingly. 
: Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky.. I ask tha 


ote may be taken upon this subject, for it is 
less to discuss all these amendments. 
reeedin: Phe q iestion was then taken upon the amend- 
toflered by Mr. Bisset, and it was disagreed 
the. Mr. BELL. Is it in order to move to insert an 
those litional section to this section? 
CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair supposes that 

' twill not be in order at this time, the 2d see- 
Sane tion being under consideration. The gentleman 
have a opportunit ty to offer his amendmen rt, 
: wever, before the bill is disposed of, 
— Mr. FICKLIN. [ propose to amend the 
section. What was the amendment last voted 








ui The CHAIRMAN. The amendmont of 

ea entleman from New York, [Mr Sacxerr.| 
Mr. FICKLIN. *Was that voted down? 

1 sugs The CHAIRMAN. It was. 

lr. FICKLIN. Then I propose to amend by 

ng wing three quarters of one per cent. wherever 


r oul. | ly 


the 


lis sold for cash. I-ecan see no sound reason 
n be y speculates and individuals purchasing land 
com rants of soldiers, should be permitted to locate 
oposed | free of charge, when a person who pays the 
ELL, ey at 1 25 per acre is compelled to pay one 
tha r cent 
une Mr. CAMPBELL, of Hlinois. The individual 
pag see és hot pay it, but the Government. 
Wy. 4 Mr. FICKLIN. I can see no difference. Now, 
wenn. tis the state of the case, and what is likely to 
e | ie state of the case under the operation of the 
Bed which has passed this House, and which, 
gs | 1 present indications, will certainly pass the 
© res Senate in some form or other, making land war- 
ie £ assignable? “Is it not apparent that almost 
gg entire business of the land offices in the land 
So States, will be confined to the location of land 
u ts? Is it not certain, as absolutely certain 
1€ SF iathematical calculation can make it, that 
here individuals can purchase land warrants 
ae ering Ona&hundred and sixty acres of land for 
t \), that all the business of these offices will be 
= ; a ned to the location of land warrants, not in 
— ands of the original soldiers who rendered the 
pers “erviees for which they were received, but in the 
Sates 3 Of | spec ulators who have purchased these 
kee ran 


Now, it has been ‘said by my friend from Geor- 
id like t Mr. Sreeazns,} who, not living inany of the 
eget " States where this work has to be performed, 
aan Not be so familiarly acquainted with it as the 
reduce tleman from Indiana, [Mr. Dunuam,] who oc- 


P lo “= ’ » + 
— es the same position—that 4500 is a compen- 


ventlema 





‘of $500, 


| dress the appeal to the gentlemen 
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sation to these land officers. I say 
nota compensation to any land offic 
to the discharge of 


that $500 is 
er competent 
the duties of one of these 
offices. It requires something more than a day 
laborer. It requires a man of education, a man 
of skill, a man of judgment, to discharge credit 

ably to himself and usefully to the Governmentand 
the people the duties of one of these offices. And 
I think no gentleman upon this floor, in view of 
the salaries which are paid to the various and al- 
most innumerable officers of the Gove: pment, will 
say that even a clerk, competent to discharge the 
duties imposed upon land offic ers, would be com 

pensated by the salary which is given—the sum 
it has been well said, and I be 
remark cannot 
in most of the 


lieve the 
be successfully contradicted, that 
offices the percentage and salary 
added together will not amount to the sum of 
$700. I ask if that sum will support a family of 
a man competent to discharge the duties of 
offices? 


Mr. CARTTER. 


these 


If the gendeman will permit 


me, 1 wish to direct his attention to this point: 
What would be the advantage of the position in 


point of capital for Jand 


fices ? Would it fa 


speculation in these of- 
below a capital of $< 50,000 ? 

Mr. FICKLIN. [| will reply to the genuleman’s 
interrogatory—that it is@ot worth, to the faithful 
and honest land officer, one « ‘ent. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. YATES. I dislike to trouble the 
but 1 will make one more appeal to the me nibers 
of the House upon the subject of giving to u ese 
land officers fair compensation for past and future 
services. If the gentlemen upon this side of the 
House will not listen to the just appeals of their 
fellow-W higs, who have been in office, | will ad- 
upon the other 
side, and L will say to those gentleman, that while 
their Democratic registers and receivers were in 


office they 


Liouse, 


y received this commission of one per 
cent. upon the actual cash sales. They received 
it all the time they were in office. This | law giving 


a salary of five hundred dollars, and 
sion of one per cent. on the moneys received, as 
a compensation for clerk hire, receiving, safe-keep- 
ing, and transmitting the public moneys, was ori- 
ginally passed in the year 1818. The ‘Demoecr itic 
registers and receivers hi ive received this 
sation for a period of thirty years past. L then 
ask the Democratic members of this House, 
they will not do equal justice to he, Whig: office 
holders—the register sand receivers who held office 
under the last and present Administrations? | ask 
them to do the same justice to the Whig office 
holders that this Government has done in all time 
past to Democratic offic 

It is not true, as is contended, that these regis- 
ters and receivers invariably receive this compensa- 
tion of $500, although that is the stated salary. | 
have shown that in the district of land s: 


comnlmis- 


compen- 


e-holders. 


ibject to 


sale at Springtield, Illinois, the percentage land 
officers are allowed, and the amount they receive 
for the location of land warrants, both, do not 


amount to the sum of $500. Well, then, add $500, 
their fixed salary,and deduct for clerk-hire, (and 
youcannotget a goodclerk for less than $400, )—— 
' Mr. DUNHAM. If he 
me to ask him a questton—— 
Mr. YATES. I would ask th 
excuse me, as | have but afew minut 
cannot get a good mer 


centieman will allow 


ventleman to 
smore. You 
shant’s clerk in the West for 
less than $400. Out of that $1,000 isto be deduct- 
ed clerk-hire, office-rent, fuel, stationery, the ex- 
pense of rece ivine, safe-keeping, and transinitting 
the public money. And in numerous land dis- 
tricts in the West, the percentage on cash sales, 
and the amount Silanes locating assigned war- 
rants, are not as much as that received in the 


Springfield district. Do gentlemen say that this 
is adequate compensation : 
I repeat again, sir, that if our Whig friends will 


not do justice to Whig receivers and registers, | 
appeal to the sense of justice of the members upon 
the other side. I ask them to mete out the same 
measure of justice to Whig office-holders that they 
have to the Democratic, and especially when they 
assert with so much confidence that we are to have 
those offices for so very short a period longer. | 
submit it to the justice of this House 


sense Of 


What more can we do or say? Will gentlemen 
close their ears against a true statement of the 


facts? 


is a just one; their compensation has been and is 


The appeal of these registers and receivers 
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entirely i 


y inadequate. And, sir, I cannot conceive 
how gentlemen can refuse to allow them that to 
which they are so.manifestly entitled by every 
consideration of fairne and pre ypriety. And the 
more especially, should this be the case, when wt 
do not pro ose to increase their compensation, bu 


t ’ , niw +t) a > Ihe ter 
LO Prive hem only ne Same pay WwW uch registe 


i 
ind receivers have always had from the Govert 


ment. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I move to insert *. yuk 
ter.”’ My « rbject Is to sive my young friend fro 
Illinois some information that I think he dos 


possess n reference to this matt er, although he re 


sides in the Springfield district. The amount 
salary and pe rquisites of the register at the Spring 
field land office—who, I believe, was a W 
cumbent—was $1,411 94, including the deduct 

of which the gendeman has spoke: Fon 
three rters of last year the whole amou 
compe nsation of the receiver was $1,295 and so 
cents. The whole number of Mexican land wa 
rants located at the Springfield land office, fro 
the bevinning to the present time, was 1,463 
Thev have been about four years being located. 
which will make something less than four hundr« 
a year: and they received half a dollar each ff 


nearly all of them—making $200 more to be added 
to the annual compensation I have already stated 


I do not know how many additional clerks 
reciater or receiver needed to have employed to 
locate these warrants. I should think this add 
tional $200 ought to have paid all the add 
clerk-hire. 
.YATES. WI as the an nt of 

sales during the same i riod Hiow mu 
they receive upon cash sales? 

Mr. DI NHAM. 1 will give the renitiem 
pe rceentuge received, and then he can figure it! 
self. He has more time than I have, as | 
speaking and he is not. 

Mr. YATES. For the period of four 4 

and eight months, the cash sales were $102,000 


W ell, by making a calculation the percentage 
be over 6250. 


Mr. DUNHAM. The gentlema 
I have the record from the land office 

Mr. YATES. 1 have the same 

Mr. DUNHAM. I have the record lyi | 
fore me, that contains the income of every land 
office in the United States; as also the inhe 
warrants which have been located at every o ‘ 
The wentleman ts in very great erro: 

Mr. YATES I have the statement of 
Commissioner of the Land Office and cai 
mistake n. 

Mr. DUN! {AM. | want to say a word | 
erence to the gentleman's allusion to the De 


“T be! 


heve the first bounty land 


Democratic Admunistratio 


cratic arty. 
ted under a 


was e! 
and : t the time one branch of Congress was D 
ocratic;: the officers in the land offices were Dey 
ocrats. I orehend, then, that the Democ: 
party have had something to do in fixi tl 
co 1 enusation w) ich Was to be |) uid { the I 
tion of these nd warrants, and sequently | 
think the Democratic part y did mete out to the 
then 1 offices, precisely what we are wil! 
‘ nerd to ee now holding these office 

. PARKER. I was not disps it es} 
— the time of the bi se, Dul it struck inetl 
was an idea or twe connected with this matte 


( onside ed. 


has not yet been properly 


erve, however, in the first place , that it appea 


to me this discussion has degenerated, and t! 
dves not become the character of this House, pai 
ticularly at this juncture, to inquire whet Wi 
or Democrats are to be profited bv this bill ( 
land laws are not of recent origin. They dat 


some thirty, perhaps forty years, or more, Phe 
, Ly 14} 


rked re marks ibly well during all that tums 





} 
nave W 


stem of laws connected wit! 


If there any one 
this whol caaie that nas opeen popular W ith the 
mass of the opie is our land laws. Wha 


made take so? ’ Bee ause they were nearly 
perfect : any of our laws could bi Now, | 
stands it, so far as this matter of compensati 


nas 


registers und receivers is concerned? For perhape 
thirty years they have been acting under the sys- 
tem Oo ‘ ae sensation we ask now tha tney s| fl 
be allow o act under in reference to bounty land 
warrant W hat new prineipt ' ers ed te 
change thie system in this regard 1 would ik: 
centlemen to answer me this question, Has the 


time come to diminish the rate of ther 
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tion, expecially when there is nothing left but the 
remnant of large districts of fine land. Take my 
own Suie, if you please. There is no public 
lands in my own district. There is not an acre 
left there. We have no land officer. I| have 
no interest in this question, directly or indirectly, 
but | am interested in the institutions of this coun- 
try. This system has worked weil. Nearly all 
the lands have been taken up in my State. The 
districts are comparatively impoverished. 

These land officers now occupying these offices 
are parsimoniously paid under the new system 
you impose upon them. Is it right? Does it 
become the American people at this juncture, and 
for what? Why is the compensation of these 
land officers thus cut down? Why, itis tomakea 
bounty for these men who have periled their lives 
in the bloody wars for the defence of the country— 
itis for this that these civilians—these land officers 
are thus bled—itis to pay the soldier out of the mo- 
ney that is extracted from these land officers. Does 
that become the chivalry of the American people? 
Are we thus straightened to raise the bounty our 
gratitude would pay? I think not. Return to 
the system we have long acted upon, and a blush 
of shame will not then manile your cheek, espe- 
cially in a case of this kind. If we have been pay- 
ing these officers too much in times gone by, when 
the West was full of fat lands, and everybody was 
seeking them from the ends of the earth—let us 
declare in the abstract that we have been doing so, 
and that we have been deceived all the while, 
rather than go to work now upon these land offi- 
cers who are holding, upon stinted allowances, the 
same positions their predecessors have for many 
long years, upon liberal pay, and that too for the 

purpose of raising a bounty for the soldiers who 
syhe reflected credit and glory upon the character 
of your country. Now istha right? Is it prop- 
er? Is this House, are the American people pre- 
pared for such a step? 

Connected with this matter, there is another 
thing, | confess, does not very well accord with 
my sentiments of right and of justice. It is the 
attack upon the office-holders. Sir, the time will 
not come soon when we can do without office- 
holders, and when we are not bound to them. It 
is best to be upon good terms with them. If we 
could place ourselves at defiance with these office- 
holders, and all others in Government positions, 
there might be some propriety in it; but so long 
as we have a Government we must have officers; 
and they should not be assailed as our enemies. 
We have had some experience, as I said before, in 
times gone by; and who has complained that these 
officers were too well paid, when their income 
was much more than now? In the most rampant 
time of Jacksonism, or the Whiggery of other 
days, did you hear a word of complaint that those 
officers were getting too much? Why is it the 
cry is raised now against their compensation ? 
Let them answer who ean. And let them say 
if the country has become so poor that this 
tax must be levied upon land officers to raise 
proper bounty for the soldier. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Duy- 
HAM’s amendment, and it was rejected. 

The question then recurring upon Mr. Yares’s 
amendment, it was taken, and the amendment was 
rejected. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Gay- 
LORD’s amendment to strike out the 2d section of 
the resolution and to insert the 2d section of the 
bill of the select committee. 

Mr. STUART demanded tellers; which were 
not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and it was agreed 
to. 

Mr. BELL offered the following as an addi- 
tional section, to come in it at the end of the 2d 
section: 

1. That the provisions of the act entitled “ An act grant- 
ing bounty land to certain officers and soldiers who have 
been engaged in the military service of the United States,” 
passed September 28, 1850, be and are hereby intended to 
and for the service of any commissioned officer, musician, 
or private, who engaged to serve for a definite or indefinite 
period of time, and actually did serve some time, though 
less than thirty days in any of said wars enumerated in the 
first section of said act, so as to allow to such person or 
persons entitied ther. to forty acres. 

2. That in cases where there is no widow or minor child 
or children, entitled under the provisions of said act, then 
the heirs at law and next of kin shall be entitled to receive 
the same quantity of land that such deceased commissioned 
officer, musician, or private, would have received had he 
been living at the passage of said act. 


3. That in the event of the death of a commissioned of 
ficer, musician, or private, who shall have made applica- 
tion tor bounty land uuder the provisions of said act, during 
the pendency of such application, any warrant issued in 
the name of any such deceased applicant, such warrant so 
issued shall not become void, but shall inure to and tor the 
benefit of those entitled thereto, the same as if such officer 
or soldier had been deceased at the passage of said act. 


Mr. BELL. I wish, in a very few words, to 
direct the attention of the committee to the pro- 


visions of the amendment | propose, for I am | 


satisfied that if they understand it, they will give 
it their support. The first amendment 1| pro- 
pose is, that where applications are made under 
the law of 1850, for those who were in the war of 
1812, and the Indian war, and who served less 
than thirty days, or actually engaged to serve 
and were honorably discharged according to the 
provisions of that act, they should be entitled to 
forty acres of bounty land. Now, such is the 
provision granting bounty land to Mexican 
soldiers; and | know this committee, when they 
correctly understand this matter, will draw no 
distinction. 

The second amendment I[ propose is this: that 
when under the provisions of this act of 1850, 
there shall be no minor heir or widow surviving to 
draw the share the deceased soldier was entitled 
to, then his other heirs shall.draw such share. 
The provision that was“nade in the law granting 
bounty lands to Mexican soldiers, was right and 
applicable at that time, confining the bounty to 
the minor heirs and widow, for these soldiers 
were then fresh, as it were, from the battle-field. 
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| dered; and Messrs. Mason, of K 


_ Feb. 1, 


entucky, and 


Fuier, of Maine, were appointed, 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. 
that there is not a quorum present, 
move that the committee rise. 

agreed to, 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speq) 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman pen... 
that the Committee of the Whole on the os. = 
the Union had had the Union generally tider o : 
sideration, and particularly the special order or... 
House, being joint resolution No. 1 of the Hon... 
explanatory of the act approved September oa 
1850, entitled ‘*An act granting bounty 
certain officers and soldiers who have heey 
in the military service of the United Stat 
had come to no conclusion thereon. 

On motion by Mr. FOWLER, 

The House then adjourned. 


It is oby; 
» and I theres, 
The MOtlon y 
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NOTICE OF A BILL. 


By Mr. CLARK: A bill to regulate the terms of the y: 
trict court for the district of Lowa. 7 
PETITIONS, &c. 
The following memorials, petitions, &c., were Presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate comminou 
By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of James MeFer tnd 


27 others, of Guilford, in the State of Illinois, Praying thy 


| our Government may use its best endeavors to gseeyre jy 


treaties with other nations, a code of international lens 
for the peaceful adjudication of national disputes. 
Mr. CONGER (December 17, 1851) presented the poy. 


| tion of the present and late land officers at Genesee, Yiny,. 


There were fathers, mothers, widows, or minor | 


heirs inthe greater part of these cases; but who 
would claim that this should have any application 
to those who served in the wars of Wayne, St. 
Clair, Harmer, or the last war with Great Brit- 
ain? The policy of granting bounty lands has 
been already adopted and sanctioned by this Gov- 
ernment. 


gan, praying compensation for locating military bounty jg 
warrants. ’ 
Mr. CONGER (January 16, 1852) presented the , 


nd 


petition 


| of citizens of the State of Michigan, praying for the eo. 


| struction of a ship canal at Sault Ste. Marie, in said s 


Why shall we not, then, equalize the | 


benefits of these acts, and extend the same pro- | 
vision to the soldiers of 1791, under St. Clair; of | 


1793 and 1794, under Wayne, to the soldiers under 
Harmer, and those in the war of 1812? 

Let me tell you a single fact. 
fall, when the citizens of western Ohio and east- 
ern Indiana gathered up and reinterred the bones 


| of the five hundred who had fallen in St. Clair’s 


; act. 
| rules of the Department now require that a new 


| ingly. 


defeat, those who had been engaged in that battle 
were invited to join in the procession, but there 
was not one there ready to respond to the call. 
When the children of those hardy veterans were 
called upon to fall into the procession, you see 
but the number of forty or more. Now, I ask 
you if these men are not equally entitled to the 
benefits which you give to those who served in 
your subsequent wars? I claim that they are. 
Who will pretend to deny that those who 
marched from North Carolina; that the regiment 
of bold Kentuckians who crossed the Ohio, and 
marched out through the wilderness one hundred 


Ata meeting last || 


miles to that fatal battle-field—are not equally en- | 


titled, I will not say to the benefit of this Govern- 
ment, but honest payment for their services? If 
they do not live to enjoy the benefit of the bounty, 
give it to the nearest of kin—to the persons upon 
whom the soldier would confer it, if he were liv- 
ing, and which the law would give them in relation 


| to any other estate. I hold that it isa payment of 


service for which this Government professes, and 
intends by its laws to providefor. The third sec- 
tion provides for the cases, in relation to which I 
have obtained information from the Secretary of 
the Interior. Itis a provision for those cases 


| where the applicant dies during the pendency of 


his application. 


. S .en6 oa ule 
Also, the petition of citizens of Saginaw county, jn the 
State of Michigan, praying for the improvement of Saginay 


|| harbor. 


Also, a map of that portion of the State of Michigay, 
called New Holland, heretofore presented. February 7), 
1850. ; : 

Also, the petition of citizens of Detroit, in the State of 
Michigan, in relation to the improvement of the souther 
shore of Lake Superior, heretofore presented. February 
25th, 1850. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the State of Michigan, in 
relation to Sand Beach, on the coast of Lake Huron, hereto 
fore presented. February 8th, 1851. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the State of Michigan, in 
relation to the extension of the Mobile and Chicago railroad 
to Lake Superior. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of the State of Michigan, 
praying for an appropriation for the improvement of the 
harbor at the mouth of Clinton river, in said State. 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of citizens of Macomb 
county, in the State of Michigan, of like import with the 
foregoing. 

Also, the report of Colonel Abert. in relation to the im- 
provement of the harbors on the east coast of Lake Michi- 

an. 
¥ Also, the petition of citizens and all the officers of & 
Clair county, in the State of Michigan, praying for the es- 
tablishment of a mail route from Columbia, in St. Clair 
county, via Memphis, East Berlin, West Berlin, to Almont, 
in Lapeer county,in said State. 

Mr. CONGER (February 9, 1852) presented the petition 
of Jacob Shook and others, citizens of Harrison, in Macow) 
county, Michigan, for improvements at the mouth of Cli- 
ton river. 

Also, the petition of William M. Fenton and others, eit- 
zens of Genesee county, Michigan, praying a grant of land 
to said State for the use of the railroad company, to adi 
constructing a railroad from Pontiac to Ottawa couuly, 
Grand Haven, on Lake Michigan. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Culbertson, Means & 
Co., and 17 other firms, including the names of the practic! 
iron manufacturers of the counties of Lawrence, 5ci0l, 
Jackson, and Gallia, Ohio, and Greenup county, in Kea 
tucky, setting forth, that the manufacture of iron \s Ue 
pressed to a degree that must soon result in a total suspet 
sion of the business; and praying Congress to grant suet 
protection to the iron manufacturers as was contemplated 


| by the tariff act of 1846, at the time of its passage, and that 


The amendment I propose provides that the | 


| benefits of the bounty land act shall inure to the 
| widow or children of the officer or soldier, the same 


as if he had been deceased at the passage of the 


It does not require a new application. The 


petition should be filed. This third section simply 


| reinstates the provision which was adopted by the 


Department under the law, giving bounty land to 
the Mexican soldiers. I would ask fora division, 
so that we may vote upon this matter understand- 


tee will adopt these amendments. 


I believe it is understood that the commit- | 


the duty on iron may be made specific; as under the ad 
valorem system, the duty is merely nominal when most 
needed, and highest when probably not needed at all. 
Also, the memorial of James W. Davis and 154 other 
citizens of Portsmouth, Ohio, praying Congress to app 


| priate a sufficient sum of money to construct another canal, 


| on either side of the Ohio river, at the 


Falls, at Louisville 
By Mr. SMART: The petition of Stephen Thurston and 
others, of Searsport, Maine, praying that the law regulaling 


| the spirit ration in the Navy may be repealed. 


By Mr. RIDDLE: The memorial of the City Counell 


| Wilmington, Delaware, praying for an appropriates © 


build a custom-house in the Delaware district. te he 
By Mr. OLDS: The petition of the messengers 1" 


| Post Office Department, asking an increase of compen 


| tion. 


The question was then taken, and a count being || 


had, there were—ayes 49, noes 35—no quorum 
voting. 


Mr. ORR demanded tellers; which were or- 


By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of the city of 
adelphia, asking Congress to repair and construct we 


: : : 7 he 
| in the river Delaware for the protection of vessels in ¢ 


winter. a 
Also, two memorials, numerously signed by ae 

Pennsylvania, asking a modification of the tariff of | edt 
Also, the memorial of Catherine Struburg, of Phils” 
hia, asking for the restoration of lands that, in equi), ° 

long to her under circumstances stated in the petivon. 


aap 
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Worth, deceased, praying for an extension of patent | 
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Fe IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 12, 1852. 
r by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burrer. 
PETITIONS. 
Wr. BORLAND presented the memorial of 
ann W. Clarke and others, stockholders in the 
i ati and Central Railroad Company, pray- | 
raa Me 


a donation of land to aid in the construction 


hat road; Which was ordered to be laid on the 


Praye 


- os = 


Mr. WADE presented the memorial of Stephen 
Potsand C. L. Madison, assistant marshals for 

“¢ the Seventh Census in Guernsey county, 
Sate praying additional compensation; which 
sas referred to the Committee of Claims. 

\Jso, the memorial of the heirs of Daniel Lan- | 
jow, praying indemnity for property destroyed 

‘he enemy during the last war with Great 
Britain; which was referred to the Committee of 


\ir. ATCHISON presented the petition of 
Georve W. Dent, in behalf of occupants of land 
»ownships 43 and 44, in the State of Missouri, 
praying the disposition of said lands in conform- | 
tg the views of the Solicitor of the Treasury | 
and the Commissioner of the General Land Office; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 

a FISH presented the memorial of William 
Trean, praying the establishment of a tribunal to 
review the decisions of the late Board of Com- 
missioners for the settlement of claims of Ameri- | 
can citizens against Mexico; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, the memorial of the New York Institution 
for the Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb, pray- 
og the publication of certain statistics relative to 
he deaf and dumb, abstracted from the schedules 
of the Seventh Census; which was ordered to lie | 
on the table. } 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the petition of 
Willum H. Ellis and others, assistant marshals 
in the State of Maine, for taking the Seventh Cen- 
sus, praying additional compensation; which was 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the memorial of ship-owners, merchants, 
and others, of Bowdoinham, Maine, remonstra- 
ting against the repeal of the act for the reduction 
of expenses of proceedings in admiralty against 
ships and vessels; which was referred to the Com- 
mitteeton the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of George B. Clarke, praying 
that Congress will redeem the continental money 
held by him, received for revolutionary services; 
which was-referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the memorial of 
the widow of William Reiley, an officer of the 
revolutionary war, praying to be allowed the loss 
sustained by the depreciation of the commutation 
certificates substituted for half pay for life; which | 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of ship- 
owners and ship-masters of St. George, Maine, 
praying that a light may be placed at the entrance 
of Tenant’s Harbor; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the memorial of Asa Whitney, proposing 
‘o construct a railroad from Lake Michigan to the 
Pacific ocean, and to transmit the mails thereon, 
upon certain conditions; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. MALLORY submitted documents in sup- | 
port of the claim of Richard Fitzpatrick to indem- 
nity for losses sustained in consequence of the 
occupation of his land by the United States troops 
asa military post; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

. Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a petition of 
inhabitants of Davis county, Iowa, praying a do- 
nation of land for_the construction of a railroad 
from Lafayette, Indiana, to the Missouri river; 
an was referred to the Committee on Public | 
nds, 
_Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Wil- 
iam Dusenbury, praying an increase of pension; 
Which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
_ Also, the petitionof William Dusenbury, pray- 
ing bounty land; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 
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Mr. FISH presented the petition of W. W. || 


codworth, administrator of William Wood- | 





| for a planing machine; which was referred to the 


Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 


NEW JERSEY ON THE COMPROMISE, 
Mr. MILLER. Mr. President, I present to the 


Senate certain resolutions passed by the Legislature 
of New Jersey relative to what are generally called 
the compromise measures. 

One of these resolutions instructs the Senators 


| from that State ‘*to resist any change, alteration, 


or repeal ’’ of those measures. 

It was said by one of my predecessors—the la- 
mented Southard—on presenting to this body in- 
structions with which he had been honored, that, 
if the New Jersey Senators were not the most 
learned members of the Senate, they certainly 
were the best instructed Senators north of Mason 
and Dixon’s line. But, sir, I do not intend, on 
this occasion, to repeat my dissent to the doctrine 
of legislative instruction, or to argue that point 
with the Legislature of New Jersey. I am‘satis- 
fied that the members of that honorable body, 
while claiming the right, as the representatives of 
a free people, to express their conscientious opin- 
ion upon national affairs, will also grant to me the 
same privilege, in the discharge of my high duties 
as a member of the Senate of the United States; 
and if I should on this or any other occasion dis- 
obey their instructions, it will not be on account 
of any disrespect for their opinion, but because | 
cannot permit the opinions of others, however 
high may be the source from whence they come, 
to take the place of my own sense of duty and of 
my solemn convictions of right, 

In presenting these resolutions, I will do what I 
am notin the habit of doing—never before I be- 
lieve—throw myself upon the indulgence of the 
Senate while | state my own position upon the 
measures referred to. 

It is known to the Senate and to the country that 
I did not approve of the bill reported by the Com- 


mittee of Thirteen—called the omnibus bill. JT) 


opposed that bill not because I objected to a fuir 
and honorable settlement of the agitating questions 
embraced within it—for I yield to no man in an 
earnest desire to relieve Congress and the country 
from all agitation grewing out of the question of 
slavery in all its forms, I have never willingly 
engaged in any agitating debate upon that subject; 
and, when called upon to express my opinions, | 
have endeavored to treat the subject as a national, 
and not as a local question. 

My objection to that bill was principally con- 
fined to the mode and kind of settlement it pro- 
posed. I preferred another plan of adjustment. I 
refer to that proposed by the late President, Gen- 
eral Taylor, in his message to Congress upon that 
subject. I then thought, and subsequent events 
have strengthened my opinion, that if Congress 
had received General Taylor’s plan of adjustment 
of these questions, and carried it out in the same 
liberal and national spirit with which it was pro- 
posed, that plan would have been more satisfactory 
to the whole country than the one which was 
finally adopted. But let that pass. I do not desire 
now to indulge in offensive comparisons. 

The grand mistake of the omnibus bill, and that 
which finally defeated it, consisted in the combina- 
tion of all the measures in one bill. It was this 
obnoxious feature that drove from its support 
many of the best friends of adjustment and com- 
promise. It was evident, from the day that bill 
was reported until its final rejection by the Senate, 
that the measures combined could not pass; but it 

yas at the same time equally obvious, that there 
was no day, during all that time, when either of 
these measures, presented separately, would not 
have received a majority of the votes of this body. 

We all know the history of the omnibus. After 


|| six months of labor and toil, it finally fell, crushed 


beneath its own weight. Then it was that the 
real work of compromise commenced. I admit 
that the materials were gathered from the ruins of 
the omnibus, but their availability consisted in be- 


| ing used upon a new plan of construction. Each 


measure was taken up separately, according to the 
plan of settlement proposed in the original resolu- 
tions submitted by the distinguished Senator from 
Kentucky. Although this plan also proposed a 
general system of measures, yet each measure was 
ermitted to stand upon its own merits—thereby 
eaving every member free to vote upon each, ac- 
cording to the dictates of his own judgment. 
The propriety of this course was clearly shown 
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upon the final passage of the separate measures; 


for it will appear by the Journals that several of 
the most ardent friends of the omnibus bill voted 
against, or neglected to vote for, several of the 
measures which they had supported when com- 
bined in that bill, while many of its most violent 
or, voted for them in their separate form. 

t was this independent course of action—a 
course which | was in favor of from the begin- 
ning—which finally passed these several measures, 
and secured to the country whatever there is of 
good or of evil in the compromise. 

More than this: it was this separate considera- 
uion of each measure that has secured to these 
laws a moral and a political force and influence 
which they would have been deprived of if they 
had been passed in combin ution, lt is this fe a- 
ture, more than any other, which has lulled ex- 
citement and caused these lawsto be respected and 
acquiesced in by all parties, No man can now 
say, withany show of truth, that these law 
the result of combination. Neither can any man, 
or set of men, assume to themselves the peculiar 
honor and glory of saving the Union by the passage 
of these laws; for they were respectively passed by 
the votes of men of all parties, and in opposition 


+ were 


to votes from all classes of politicians. ‘This con- 
slitutes the true strength of the compromise, and 
secures it from repeal. All these laws but two 
have been executed, and are now beyond the power 
of repeal. ‘The law abolishing the slave trade in 
the District and the fugitive slave law are all that 
can possibly be made the subject of further agita- 
tion. The former no one thinks of disturbing. 
The latter, although threatened with opposition in 
a few localities, has the acquiescence, Wf notthe: p- 
probation, of the country. 
tion agitated with any seriousness except in legis- 
lative halls—exhibiting the strange anomaly of a 
people upon whom the law operates acquiescing in 
and sustaining its enactments, while the law-makers 
are, by these ex post Sacto agitations, distur ing 
the sanctities of a law which they themselves ere 
ated. 

I here desire to state my own course with re- 
guard to the fugitive slave law. 

Before the Committee of Thirteen was raised, 
and while the resolutions of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky were under discussion, l expressed, in a 
speech made here, my opinions and views upon 
that measure. I then, in substance, said that, 
owing to a construction which the Supreme Court 
of the United States had, in a late decision, put 
upon the law of Congress relative to the sur- 
render of fugitive slaves, and also upon the State 
laws upon the same subject, it become the duty of 
Congress to pass some new law, in order to car y 
out more effectually the requirements of the Con- 
stitution; and I[ then declared my purpose to vote 
for any proper law that would effect that ol ject. 
I also on that occasion attempted, in my feeble 
way, to defend New Jersey against what I co 
sidered an imputation upon her honor, that she 
would not faithfully carry out the requirements of 
the Constitution. No one, therefore, has the right 
to charge me with any factious opposition to the 
fugitive slave law, or to suspect me of a disposition 
to agitate that subject. 

When the Senate finally acted upon that menas- 
ure, I was confined at my house in New Jersey by 
sickness. Had I been present on that occasion, | 
should have preferred the bill presented by the Jate 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Webster] to the 
one which passed the Senate. I think that bill 
would have been more acceptable to the North, 
and would have secured the rights of the South 
as effectually as the present law. 

But, whatever opposition | may have felt it my 
duty to make to any or either of the measures em- 
braced in the compromise while under discussion, 
yet, as soon as they were enacted into laws, it be- 
came my duty, as it is the duty of every good cit- 
izen, to sustain them with as much fidelity as if I 
had voted for each and al! of them. In saying 
this, | but express the common sentiment of the 
people of New Jersey, who have always shown 
their devotion to our republican institutions by a 
cheerful submission to the voice of the majority, 
when that voice is expressed in constitutional law. 

I am now opposed to all further agitation upon 
this subject. he quiet of the country, and even 
the sanctity of Congress, demand that we should 
cease our disputations, Sir, my abhorrence to 


Nowhere is the ques 


| agitation upon this subject is such that it may even 


, ree yon 
= r 





542 


; 
carry me beyond my instructions; for I go against 
agitation on either side of this question—agitation 
1g well by those who were in favor of the com- | 
promise as by those who were against it—agita- 
tion from the North as well as from the South— | 
vitation in State Legislatures and in the halls of 
s. Of all miserable agitation is agitation 
the fact. It is the ery of alarm, after the 
neer i passed, for the mere love of the excite- 
To revive a spent whirlwind that it may 
iw down a few more trees—to rouse the sleep- 


mere 
(teT 


| 


nent. 


ing lion merely to hear him roar again—may suit 
the taste of some, but they who indulge in this 
kind of excitement may find that there is more 
langtr than amusement in the play. 

Mv desire to secure repose and quiet to the 
juntry upon this subject will also compel me to 
ote to lay on the table the resolution offered by 

the late Senator from Mississippi reaffirming the 
compromise. I consider that resolution, although 
iot so intended by the mover, an indirect impeach- 
iment of the law, throwing doubt upon its suprem- 
yy and opening the door for renewed agitation 
pon a subject which the country desires should 
emain at rest. 

One of these resolutions declares— 

‘That New Jersey, one of the original thirteen States, 
is always adhered to the Constitution, and is inalienably 
ittached to the Union, and that she will resist, to the extent 

of her ability, any infraction of that sacred instrument.’’ 

Mr. President, it was scarcely necessary for the 

Legislature to declare at Trenton, or for me to re- | 
the declaration in the Senate of the United 
States, that the people of New Jersey had always | 
‘adhered to the Constitution, and were inaliena- 
bly attached to the Union.”’ J did suppose that 
that was a fixed fact, and need not to be re-resolved 


upoen. 


to the Constitution and the Union— 
one and the same—is a universal feeling in New 
Je rsey— 


Devotion 


-a domestic passion—as pure as the genial 

r of her zreen hills, and as notorious as her revo- | 
lutionary battle-fields. It is written in her history | 
from the earliest annals to the present hour, and | 
t is recorded in the proceedings of the convention | 
which formed the Constitution, where it appears 
that New Jersey had the honor to make the first 

gestion to her sister States which led to the 
formation of our glorious Union. 

Our devotion to the Union will acquire no addi- 
tional ardor or strength by being imbodied in the | 
iid forms of legislative resolutions, for it has an 
ibidine home in the warm heart of every true | 

Jerseyman, 

But, sir, our loyalty to the Constitution is not 
derived from, nor sustained by, the principle stated 
in the preamble to these resolutions. Ht is there 

serted that the Constitution is a compact between 

ie several States, and that it was established by 
le States in their sovereign capacities. I will | 
read that part of the preamble: 

Whereas the Constitution of the United States is a com- 
naet between the several States, and forms the basis of our 
i’ederal Union: 

nd whereas the said States, through their represent- 
ul ; in sovereign capacities as States, by adopting said 
Constitution, coneeded only such powers to the General | 
Government as were necessary to ‘form a more perfect | 

ion, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, pro- | 


de for the common defence, promote the general wel 
fare, and secure the blessings of liberty to themselves and 
‘ posterity.’ ”? 

These are not Jersey words nor Jersey sentiments. 
They are taken from the vocabulary of another 
State, and are the teachings of a political school 
in which the people of New Jersey (if their Sen- 
ators are) have never been instructed. Our devo- 
ion to the Constitution rests upon a foundation 
deeper and broader than that formed by a mere 
compact between the States. Our allegiance is to 
a national Union ordained and established by the 
people of the United States. This is the Union 
which the people of New Jersey helped to form. 
his is the Government which they are ever ready 
to sustain with free and loyal hearts. 

The Legislature of New Jersey will therefore 
pardon me if, on this occasion, | shall take for my 
rule of conduct the preamble to the Constitution 
of the United States in preference to that prefixed 
to these resolutions. 

The resolutions were read. 

Mr. STOCKTON. I have also had the honor 
to receive the resolutiong passed by the Senate 
and General Assembly of the State of New Jer- 
sey, which have just been presented by my honor- 
able friend and colleague, Those resolutions, sir, | 
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are patriotic and explicit, and need no commenda- 
tion or explanation ordefence from me. Nor is it 
necessary that | should follow the example of my 
colleague, and restate my opinions in regard to the 
important mattersof which they treat, further than 
to say, that | entirely concur in the sentiments 
which they express. I have heretofore written 
and spoken as much on this subject as I ought, 
perhaps, to write or speak on any subject; and if 
Senators and the country are not sufficiently well 
informed in regard to my opinions, it certainly is 
no fault of mine. It would, likewise, be quite 
superfluous or me to enter upon any vindication 
of the course which New Jersey has taken in re- 
lation to the subject-matter of these resolutions. 
If, unfortunately, she may, by that course, have 
alienated from her the affectionate regard of any 
of her sister States of the North, I can only for 
her, regret such a result, and say, that what she 
has done was intended for .the welfare of the 
Union—the whole Union, and nothing but the 
Union. It was not that ** she loved Cesar less, 
but that she loved Rome If the men of 
the South are not satisfied with her course, all 
that I will say to them is, that they are hard to 
lease. 

Mr. President, it is a subject of regret as well 
as surprise to me, that the differences of opinion 
in regard to the construction of the Constitution 
should continue to excite in the minds of a por- 
tion of our fellow-citizens, such strong feelings of 
bitterness and resentment. Differences of opinion 
acrimonious and exciting, in relation to the inter- 
pretation of the Constitution, are no novelties. 
Bitter controversies growing out of such diversi- 
ties of opinion, disturbed the country long since 
quite as generally as that which is referred to by 
these Happily they were not of 
long duration. ‘They subsided when the will of a 
majority of the States became known. Why, 
sir, atthe time of theadoption of the Constitution, 
great diversities of opinion existed among the 
founders of the Republic. Formidable parties in 
Massachusetts, in New York, in Pennsylvania, 
and in Virginia, vehemently opposed its adoption, 
and in many ofthe smaller States there were great 
objections to some of its provisions. It is known 
that it was not the plan preferred by New Jersey, 
and differed in many respects from the one pre- 
sented by that pure patriotand eminent statesman 
and jurist, Judge Patterson, from New Jersey. 
But that was the age of self-sacrificine virtue. 
Our fathers sacrificed their feelings, their persona! 
interests and ambition, to the public safety. They 
magnanimously acquiesced in the will of the ma- 
jority of the States, and exerted their best facul- 
ties to perfect the Constitution, and to hand it 
down to posterity as a bond of Union. Following 
the example of the wise and patriotic founders of 
the Constitutign and their cotemporaries, I can per- 
ceive no reason why we should refrain from uni- 
ting as they united, in a spirit of generous concili- 
ation, to preserve the Constitution hereafter from 
infraction, and to restore that harmony and those 
fraternal feelings which should exist between the 
ditferent parties to this compact, and which are so 
essential to its beneficial existence, as well as to 
the happiness of mankind. 

Mr. President, the passage of these resolutions 
has given me no ordinary satisfaction. ‘They were 
unanimously adopted in each House of the New 
Jersey Legislature. They imbody the undivided 
sentiment of that State. There, at least, no dis- 
senting voice is now audible in opposition to the 
compromise measures. ‘This unanimous decilara- 
tion of the opinions of New Jersey, is entitled to 
great respect from the States of this Confederacy. It 
is a voice from the Flanders of revolutionary Amer- 
ica. New Jersey is that State which, more than 
any other, was the battle-field of the Revolution. 
And is it too much to expect, that her example 
should exercise a salutary influence upon Con- 
gress, and the whole country for all time? Cer- 
tainly not, if unsparing sacrifices for the achieve- 
ment of freedom, and unfaltering fidelity in 
maintaining it, deserve commendation and respect. 

Sir, New Jersey has produced her heroes and 
her statesmen, but not her historian. When her 
history is written, that will be her eulogy. There 
is no stain on herescutcheon. Her sons can trace 
back their ancestry through many generations 
without finding their blood curdling in the veins 
ofaslave. Her territory was settled by freemen, 
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resolutions. 


| by men whose pride it was, not only to be free, || 


| General Government. 
| portion of those great men whose eloquence 8 
| wisdom have guided your public councils,» 
whose heroism has adorned your military anna 
| The first bright names given to glory in the we 


| representatives of the Jersey Blues. 
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but just. True to themselves, and try. 
and patriotism, no foot of her soil wag , 
by fraud or force from the original sayao 
prietors. The last shadow of an Indian .. 
claim to some reserved hunting a; a2 
grounds, was voluntarily extinguished }.. 
chase many years ago. She has as much ¢:) 
looking back to her colonial as to her patio... 


to Vivre 
Wrey 


tory. Inthe long struggle with insolen; ore le 
cakienl prerogative, her people were ny vera; 
back one hair line from the assertion and..." 
tenance of all the rights conferred uupe Bar 
their original grant; and when the final sipyo» 
independence came, she was then amone t.; 
to enter the bloody arena. She threw oyor', 
the Royal Government, and established 4 fy, 
stitution before the Declaration of Indeneyd, 
and in advance of her sister, States, with » 
ception, I believe, of New Hampshire ang g, 
Carolina. Of the part which she took 
memorable struggle, she has memorials 
will never perish. Bunker Hill and Leyinn 
and Brandywine and Charleston were glp),,, 
but not altogether successful fields. ‘Wyey yy... 
the laurels of Thermopyle. But the Marath 


nh them 


l? ¢ 


| of the Revolution are in New Jersey. Tyoy, 


Princeton, and Monmouth—commemorate yo, 
ries. From their bloody fields freedom gyn» 
disenthralled and invigorated. None of the « 9) 
Thirteen’? made more costly pledges to the cays 
of Liberty and the Union. On her territory ever. 
where may be seen the marks of hostile armia 
None of her old household homesteads, )y; ,.. 
rich with the legendary tales of plunder and eryely 
suffered at the hands of the enemy. Few of \y 
old families, but gave of their best blood t i. 
cause; and when the struggle was ended, she pa. 
posed on the sacrifices she had made, and Jef ; 
others the task of boasting of their achievemeys 
She had performed her duty and was satisfied 
Nor has New Jersey been less true to the Unio 
in peace than in war. Among the first in her ey. 
ertuons to achieve our liberties, she yields to; 
the palm of superior exertions in maintain 
them. When the imperfections of the Articles 
the old Confederation became manifest, she was tly 
first to clothe her Commissioners to the Conv 
tion at Annapolis, in 1786, with full powers to re. 
model the whole form of Government. She united 


|with New York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 


Virginia, in giving the first impulse to the move. 
ment which produced the Constitution. She was 
only second to Virginia in sending delegates 
the Constitutional Convention; and when the ( 


stitution was formed, she took the lead, with Pen- 


sylvania and Delaware, in its ratification. She wa 
the first, as I stated the other day, to approve the 


| important amendments to the Constitution which 


secured freedom of religion and of speech, and the 
right of petition, which have been the safeguanis 
of the States against the encroachments of th 
She furnished her full pro- 


of 1812, were those of Pike and ie” true 
he lirst 
died in the arms of victory at Little York— 
other with the memorable words * Don’t give 
the ship,” on his lips. There she is. Though 
small, comparatively, in territory, she yields | 
none in honor, virtue, and patriotism. She he 
never been at your doors begging importunatey 
for her share of the “loaves and fishes.” If) 
the lifetime of this Government, now embracivg 
a period of three generations of men, sii¢ ! 
ever had more than two Secretaries of a Depa! 
ment,and one Judge of the Supreme Court, | hat 
forgotten it. She has never had even one toreg 
Minister. With a long extent of sea-coast, & 
withan imperfect tide-water navigation running l 
to the heart of the State, she has never received ®! 
assistance from the General Government wort) 
a name, in aid of her harbors and rivers. t 
her mountains full of iron, zinc, and other ™ 
erals—with her territory dotted all over with ma 
ufacturing establishments, she has borne withou! * 
murmur her share of the injhries sustained fr" 
an ever-changing revenue system. It may be truly 
said of her, that whilst she has borne her! 
proportion of the burdens of the Government, ‘ 
its direct benefits she has asked little and rece!’ 
less, Still, there she stands, this day as of °° 
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4 hand, with her treasure and her re- 

nd her blood, pledged to a strict con- 

‘on of the Constitution and to the Union of 
oa name of a patriotic, generous, and heroic 
“ y—aye, sir, if my colleague will permit 
say so—in the name of every man, woman, 
‘yinking child in the State of New Jersey, | 
my hand on that sacred instrument, and 
lare for me and mine, that no letter of it shall 
fracted if we can help it—neither by Northern 
Southern unwise counsels. If wrongs exist, 
~ myst be redressed by law, and according to 
‘( ‘nstitution. But this Union of the States— 
yorld’s wonder—is the common heritage, as 
common glory, of all the poe of all the 

- We must not permit one link of that 
oy chain to be broken, and the hopes and 
S ness of mankind, for all coming time, to be 
ted in the bud, by wild fanaticism or hasty 


he 
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The motion to print was agreed to. 


pAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion by Mr. BADGER, it was 

dered, That the petition of the heirs and legal repre- 
wntgtives of the late Joseph Pearson, on the files of the Sen- 
». be referred to the Committee of Claims. 
motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 
That the petition of Charles A. Grignon, on the 
e Senate, be referred to the Committee on Indian 





On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 
Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate, 
ting to the claim of Emilie Hooe to a pension, be re- 
to the Committee on Pensions. 
REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 
{r, FOOT, from the Committee on Revolution- 
Claims, to which was referred the bill for the 
yment of outstanding loan office and final set- 
ent certificates issued for money loaned, or for 
ervices or for supplies, during the revolutionary 
, reported it back without amendment. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
ed and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
f of the heirs and legal representatives of Cap- 
: Presley Thornton, deceased; which was read 

frst and second time by its title, and referred to 

e Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. FELCH, agreeably to previous notice, 

sked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to au- 
‘e the saleof reserved lands and for other 

rnoses; which was read a first and second time 


s title and referred to the Committee on Pub- | 


¢ Lands. 

Mr. SEWARD, agreeably to previous notice, 

sked and obtained leave to introduce a joint res- 
tion concerning the publication of a compen- 
m of the several censuses of the United States; 
ch was read and: passed to the second read- 


COMPENSATION OF DISTRICT JUDGES. 
'he Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 


n submitted yesterday by Mr. Cass, to instruct | 


he Committee on the Judiciary to inquire into 
ie expediency of increasing the salary of the 
‘trict judge of the United States for the dis- 
ct of Michigan; which having been amended on 
emotion of Mr. Sewarp, and on the motion of 
lr. Dawson, was agreed to, as follows : 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
‘meted to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
lary of the distriet judge of the United States for the dis- 
tof Michigan ; and the salary of the judge of the north- 
*rii district of New York ; and of the district judge of the 


“tate o .e “wis 
{ Georgia. 


ENGROSSED BILLS PASSED. 

"he following bills were severally read a third 
me and passed: 
An act to change the times for holding the 
nited States district courts in Alabama, and for 
‘her purposes; and 

An act authorizing a new register to the Ameri- 
in-built ship Obed Mitchell. 


NOTARIES PUBLIC. 


I'he engrossed bill to amend an act entitled “* An 
‘to authorize notaries public to take and certify 
08, affirmations, and acknowledgments, in cer- 


‘in cases,’’ was read a third time. 


On motion by Mr. CHASE, it was 


Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be post- 
oned until to-morrow. 


WALKER, agreeably to previous notice, | 


ENTERTAINMENT OF LOUIS KOSSUTH. 
Mr. SEWARD, in behalf of Mr. Saenns, 
during his absence, submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 
Resolved, That the expenses incurred in the reception and 
entertainment of Louis Kossuth and suite, during their Jate 
visit to the capital, by invitation ef Congress, be paid out 


of the contingent fund of the Senate, when approved by the 
committee of reeeption, to an amount not exceeding #5,000 


EXILED IRISH PATRIOTS. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the res- 
olution expressive of the sympathy of Congress 
for the exiled Irish patriots, Smith O’Brien, Thos. 
I’, Meagher, and their associates. 

On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be post 
poned until to-morrow. 

NON-INTERVENTION,. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of Mr. 
CLarkKe’s resolutions on the subject of non-inter- 
vention. 

Mr. CLEMENS spoke at length on the sub- 
jects embraced in the resolutions. 
will be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. MILLER. As I have something to say 
in regard to these resolutions, and as the subject 
of them is ‘intervention or non-intervention,”’ 
and as | do not wish to intervene between this 
and other important business under consideration 
by the Senate, unless some other Senator is ready 
to speak on this subject, L will move that the 
further consideration of them be postponed until 
some day next week—say Tuesday next. 

Mr. ATCHISON. If itis in order to amend 
the motion of the Senator from New Jersey, | 
will move to postpone the further consideration of 
these resolutions until the first Monday in April. 
I do this that the Senate may act upon meas- 
ures which are now before it, of great importance 
to the people—practical measures, in some of 
which the Southwestern and Western people feel 
a deeper interest than in any other question; es- 
pecially questions of the kind that are now being 
discussed. I refer to our land bills. 

Mr. MILLER. I think the period proposed 
by the Senator from Missouri is too long. I 
should prefer to have the subject postponed for a 
fortnight. 

Mr. SEWARD. The motion to postpone ull 
the first Monday in April, I should regard as 
equivalent to an indefinite postponement. And 
regarding the matter in that light, J ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and taken, 
and resulted—yeas 15, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Butler, Downs, Fish, Foot, 
Hamlin, Hunter, Jones of lowa, hing, Mortoa, Norris, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, and Underwood—15. 

NAYS—Messts. Badger, Bell, Borland, Cass, Chase, 
Clarke, Clemens, Davis, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Felch, Geyer, Houston, Jones 
of Tennessee, Miller, Seward, Shields, Smith, Soule, 
Sumner, Upham, and Wade—24. 

So the motion to postpone till the first Monday 
in April was not agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. It seemsto me that we ought 
not to postpone the further consideration of these 
resolutions to a very distant day; and I would sug- 
gest to the Senator from New Jersey, whether it 

| would not be better to fix an earlier day than the 
one he has named, and dispose of them entirely. 
I think this practice of taking up a subject and 
debating it for a while and then postponing it, 
leads to great delay, and I hope it will suit his 
convenience to take up this matter on an earlier 
day than that he has named, and continue it tll it 
is disposed of. 

Mr. MILLER. If [ consulted my own wishes 
I would prefer to say ‘Tuesday next. On the sug- 
gestion of the Senator from Virginia, I will say 
Tuesday next, if that be agreeable to him. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope my friend from New 
Jersey will vary that motion, though | entirely 
agree with what has been said by the honorable 
Senator from Virginia. But here is my friend from 
Iowa [Mr. Jones] with his bill, to which an wn- 
expected sand, to him, distasteful amendment has 
been proposed, a — measure in which the 
State of lowa is deeply interested, and | really 
think we owe it to him to dispose of that measure 
within some reasonable time. I move to postpone 
the further consideration of these resolutions till 
this day fortnight. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall be able to 
dispose of the bill in which the Senator from 


His speech 
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this day fort 
It is not necessary to postpone it for ‘that lengtl 
oft time. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. 
special orders, which are pressing, pra 
ters. 

Mr. HUNTER. When we take up a me 


of this sort, it is better that we 


ortnigh 


lowa is interested long before 


There are three othe: 


i} 

should contin eto 
act upon it until itis disposed of. Iam w 

to postpone this subject long enough to enable the 
Senate to act finally upon the bill in whicl 
friend from Towa is so much interested W 
it is again taken up, I hope it may be fi 
yosed ot. 

Mr. BADGER. Ina spirit of comp: 
which my friend from Virginia knows I an 
clined, I will vary my motion, so as to 
the subject till Monday week. 

Mr. SMITH. 


I desire to state, that wha 


usually denominated the French spoliation bil 
was made the special order for Monday next, a 
[ am very anxious that it shall be disposed 


| 
next week. 

Mr. HUNTER. It is proposed to postpo 
this question till Monday week. 

The motion to postpone the further consid 
tion of the subject ull Monday week, wasa 


Freed 


RAILROADS IN IOWA. 

On the motion of Mr. JONES, of low 
Senate resumed the consideration of the l erant 
ing the right of way and making a grant of lan 
to the State of Iowa, in aid of the construction of 
certain railroads in said State, the pending que 
tion being on the amendment offered by Mr. | 
DERWoOop to the substitute reported by the C 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BELL. I did not design to occupy th 
tention of the Senate for a great while. In the fey 
remarks which I intended to submit, [ | 
to make this as serious and impressive a subje 
as I thought it deserved to be. [ am taken some 
what by surprise at the motion of my honorable 
friend from lowa, but I will attempt to go 
lecting my thoughts as best I may, upon 
casion. 


propose 
i 


I. mentioned the other day that this was a sul 
ject of annual discussion. I suppose that it ha: 
not been omitted at any session during the la: 
twenty years. It is, therefore, very difficult to 
throw out any new arguments of much weight o 
importance on the subject. 


Mr. BADGER. I think it is extremely un} 


to my friend from Tennessee, to require hun to 
on now. 


} 


{ therefore move to postpone the furth 
consideration of this subject until to-morrow 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I wish to give not 
that I shall, to-morrow morning, move to 
with the consideration of 
that the Senator 
with his speech. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On the motion of Mr. BADGER, the Ser 
proceeded to the consideration of Execut 
ness, and after some time spent therein, the do 
were reopened, and the Senate ad 


private bills, » orde 


. ry 
from l'ennessee 


may proce 
' 


pourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuvurspay, February 12, 1852 


k,n P 


The House met at twelve o’ck 


by the Rev. C. M. Berrier, Chaplain to the Se 
~The Journal of yesterday wasread and app 
COLONEL MITCHELL. 
Mr. EVANS. There is upon the Speake: 
table a bill which has passed the Sen ute, for the 


relief of Colonel Mitchell. I want the I 
allow it to be taken up, and, when I have said 
few words about 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennes ee. I obj "Lt to it 
call for the recular order of business. Nearly t! 
whole day was lost yesterday by taking up m att 
by general consent. ; 

‘Mr. EVANS. 
no objection 

Mr. JONES. If the House is di nosed t 


up the bu ziness on the Speaker’s table 


it, refer it to the Committee 


I was in hopes there Ww 


l have no objection to it: but | do a yee ty Livin 
taking up of bills out of their proper orde: 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

The House then proceeded with the regula: 
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order of business, being the call of committees for 
reports, commencing with the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
roittee of Public Buildings and Grounds, moved 
that said committee be discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of the President and 
Directors of the Navy Yard Bridge Company; 
and thar the same be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. VENABLE. I should like to know why 
that memorial should be referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. That committee is quite willing to do 
anything that properly belongs to it, but I do not 
know that there is any legal question involved in 
this memorial, or any reason why it should be re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee, rather than to 
the Committee of Claims. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
North Carolina submit any motion? 

Mr. VENABLE. No, 1 will let it pass. 

The question was then taken on Mr. STANTON’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, 


reported back the bill from the Senate for the relief 


of William P. Greene, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be upon 
ordering the bill to a third reading. 

Mr. FLORENCE called for the reading of the 
bill; and it was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. MILLSON. I move to refer that bill to 
the Committee of the Whole House. 

I make that motion, because | think it right 
and proper that all bills of this description should 
be referred to the committee. It may be that this 
is a very meritorious claim, but how do we know 
it? To be sure, we have the assurance of the 
Committee of Claims; but if the bill is regularly 
referred, and the report printed, that report will be 

nut in our boxes, and members will come to the 
Heea prepared, not only to receive information 
from the committee which reported the bill, but 
perhaps to give information, and those who take 
an interest in the subject will have an opportunity 
of examining it. 

i think the proper and regular course is, that all 
bills should be referred either to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union or to the 
Committee of the Whole House. This custom of 
passing bills as soon as they are reported from the 


committee, gives an unjust precedence to claims | 


which may have been presented at a much later 
period of the session than some others which were 
presented at a very early period of the session, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole House, 
and which lose their opportunity of consideration 
because a case subsequently matured is asked to 
be put upon its passage. I think the proper rule— 
a rule from which the House should never depart, 
except for some strong reasons—arule from which, 
I think, | myself have never departed—is to refer 
every bill either to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, or, if it is a private bill, 
to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. KING, of Rhode Island. This bill comes, 
as | understand it, from the Committee of Claims, 


with a recommendation that it be put upon its | 


passage. 

Mr. DANIEL. No; that is not the recom- 
mendation of the committee. 

Mr. KING. 
of the gentleman’s report. 

Mr. DANIEL. The recommendation of the 
committee is, that the bill do pass, but not that it 
be put upon its passage now. 

I will state to the House, that the facts of the 
case are very simple,and that the amountis small. 
But I have not asked that the bill be put upon its 


passage now, nor have the committee instructed | 


me to ask that any other course shall be pursued 
in regard to it than that adopted in regard to all 
claims. My motion should have been to refer the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole House. If, 
however, anybody is disposed to put it upon its 
massage, I have no objection to it. The amount 
is only $350; there is no doubt about the facts, and 
they say at the Treasury Department that it ought 
to be paid to this individual as the measurer of 
galt. 

Mr. KING, of Rhode Island. This bill passed 
the Senate at the last session, but failed to be acted 
on in this House for want of time. 


I thought that was the substance 


lt has passed | 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


| House, 


the Senate again at this session, I believe, by 
a unanimous vote; and the simple question 1s, 
whether we will pay this officer for the services 
which he performed. 

Mr. DANIEL. Upon reflection, I find that the 
bill must go to the Committee of the Whole 
It makes an appropriation. ; 

Mr. KING. Weill, | have no objection. 

The bill was then referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House, made the order of the day for, 
to-morrow, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Henry 
McLaughlin, of Vermont; which was ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. D. also, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported the following bills, which were severally 
read a first and second time by their titles, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, made 
the order of the day for to-morrow, and ordered 
to be printed, together with the accompanying re- 
ports, Viz: 

A bill for the relief of John B. Rogers, of South 
Carolina; and 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Arnow and Peter 
Arnow. 


Mr. BOWIE, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Bernard Todd; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, made the order of the day for 
to-morrow, and, with the report accompanying, | 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EDGERTON, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a biil for the relief of the legal 
representatives of John H. Pratt, deceased; which 
was read a first and second time by its ttle, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, made 
the order of the day for to-morrow, and, with the 
report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of Connecticut, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of | 
Captain George Simpton, of Galveston, ‘Texas; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, | 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and, with 


| the report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 


| bill. 


Mr. CHANDLER. - I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up the bill from the 


Senate, now upon your table, relative to making || 4 d in b 
A | duty erroneously exacted upon certain brown 


an appropriation fur finishing the repairs of the | 
Library. ‘Time is fast passing away, and pro- 
posals must be issued for the work. 
Mr. KING, of New York. 
shall go through with the call of committees. 
Mr. ORR. I object to the taking up of that 


business. 


| mittee on Commerce, reported back without | 
| amendment, and with a recommendation that itdo 
| pass, Senate bill No. 142, being an act for admit- 


Mr. SACKETT, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported back Senate bill for the relief of | 
Theodore Offutt, without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that it do pass; which was re- | 


ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, made || 
the order of the day for to-morrow, and ordered || 


to be printed. 
Mr. 8., also from the same committee, made | 
an adverse report on the memorial of William 


| S. Foote and Charles Willington, owners of the | 


ship Hylon, asking compensation for losses and 


| damages sustained in consequence of the action of 


certain United States officers; which was ordered | 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 


Mr. PORTER, from the Committee of Claims, | 


| reported a bill for the relief of the widow and | 


orphan children of Colonel William R. McKee, | 


| late of Lexington, Kentucky; which was read a 


first and second time by its title, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, made the order 
of the day for to-morrow, and ordered to be | 
printed. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, from the Com- | 


ting the hermaphrodite brig ort to registry. 
Mr. S. moved to refer it to a Committee of the 


| Whole House. 


Mr. KING, of New York. That bill is very 


| simple in its provisions, and I hope it may be put 
| on its passage. 


lt merely asks the privilege of a | 
registry for a vessel. 


Mr. SEYMOUR. 


|| 
I certainly prefer that it || 


L GLOBE. 


| should be put upon its passage. 


I desire that we || 


Let us go through with the regular order of || 


Feb. 12, 


ge. I will State, that 
it merely recognizes the privilege of registry ¢ 
{ 7 or 


that vessel under the direction of the Secrétary of 
the Treasury. I withdraw the motion to », 
and move that the bill be now put on its oo 

Mr. KING. I ask that the bill may bea 

The bill was read through by the Clerk os 

The bill was then ordered to a third readi 
and, having been read the third time, it was on 

Mr. SEYMOUR, from the Committee pa Can 
merce, reported back without amendment oa 
with a recommendation that it do pass, Senate hi 
170, being an act making an appropriation jn be 
for the erection of the light-house at Sand Key, 
Florida. y 

Mr. S. said: By our rules, that bill sho 
to the Committee of the W hole on the state of ¢] 
Union; but there are special reasons why the bi 
should be put upon its passage now, and | ask the 
unanimous consent of the House for that purpogs 
It makes an appropriation of only $5,000 for the 
vurpose of defraying, in part, the expense of Un- 
ading a vessel laden with iron, and lying at the 
place where this light-house is being built, and he 
which the Government has no funds. It does poy 
go beyond that. The Government will be obliga 
to pay demurrage upon the vessel unless this 
money is supplied. AsI remarked, the bill make, 
an appropriation of $5,000 for the purpose ing). 
cated. I ask that the bill may be put upon its 
passage. 

The bill was read through. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to refer the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. As objection is made I wil 
withdraw my motion to put the bill upon its pas. 
sage. 

The bill was then referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ROBBINS, from the Committee on Com. 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of the trustees 
of the Philadelphia Gas Works; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, referred toa 
Committee of the Whole House, made the order 
of the day for to-morrow, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. R. also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse réport on the memorial of Charles 
Massey, jr., the representative of Messrs. Eyre& 
Massey, asking for the refunding of an excess of 


uld 20 


sugar; which report was ordered to lie on the 
table, and to be printed. 


GRANT OF LAND TO MISSOURI. 

Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill granting to the Siate of 
Missouri the right of way and a portion of the 
public domain, to aid in the construction of cer- 
tain railroads therein. 

Mr. H. said: | hope that this bill will not goto 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. I ask that the bill be read. 

It was read through by the Clerk, as follows: 
A Bill granting to the State of Missouri the right of way 


and a portion of the public domain to aid in the cou- 
struction of certain railroads therein. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the right of way through the 


| public lands be, and the same is hereby granted to the State 


of Missouri, for the construction of railroads from the cily 
of St. Joseph to Hannibal, and from St. Louis to some pot 
on the western line of said State; and said State shall have 
the right, also, to take necessary materials of earth, stone, 
timber, etc., for the construction thereof, from the public 
lands of the United States adjacent to said railroads: Pro- 
vided, That the right of way shall not exceed one hundred 
feet on each side of the line of said roads, and a copy of 
the survey of said roads, made under the direction of the 
Legislature, shall be forwarded to the proper local land ofl- 
ces respectively, and to the General Land Office at Wasi- 
ington city, within ninety days after the completion of the 


same. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there be, and is 
hereby granted to the State of Missouri, for the purpose o 
aiding in making the railroads aforesaid, every alternate 
section of land designated by even numbers, for six sections 
in width on each side of said roads ; but in case it shall ap- 
pear that the United States have, when the lines or routes 


| of said roads are definitely fixed by the authority aforesaid, 


sold any section or any part thereof granted as aforesaid, 0F 


| that the right of preémption has attached to the same, then 


it shall be lawful for any agent or agents, to be appointed 
by the Governor of said State, to select, subject to the ap- 


| proval of the Secretary of the Interior, from the lands of the 


United States most contiguous to the tier of sections above 


| specified, so much land in alternate sections, or part 


sections, as shall be equal to such lands as the United States 
have sold, or to whieh the right of preémption has attac 


| as aforesaid; which lands (thus selected in lieu of those 


sold, and to which preémptions have attached as afo 
together with the sections and parts of sections d 
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